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Tuese with the following, are the effects that this book was to produce: 
“ The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor 
among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. For the terrible 
one is brought to naught, and the scorner is consumed, and all that 
watch for iniquity are cut off: that make a man an offender for a word, 
and lay a snare for him that —— in the gate, and turn aside the just 
for a-thing of naught. Therefore, thus saith the Lord, who redeemed 
Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be 
ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. But when he seeth 
his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they. shall 
sanctify my name, and sanctify. the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear 
the God of Israel. They also that erred in spirit shall come to un- 
derstanding, and they that murmured shali learn doctrine.” 
According to the above, it was to be but a little while after the book 
came forth, before the terrible one [Satan] should be brought to naught. 
He is not yet brought to naught ; therefore, the appearing of the book 
was a work of as late a date as the nineteenth century. The house of 
Jacob shall not now be ashamed, or in other words they will be brought 


to a knowledge of the truth, and no more be degraded, cast off, or 


made ashamed, because of their transgressions. This corresponds 


with what Ezekiel says about Israel after the two sticks were to come > 
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together. “ They also that erred:in spirit shall come to understand- 
‘ings Gc. Since the a ce of the Book of Mormon many thou- 


. sands that were ‘blinded by sectarian doctrines, and erred in spirit, 
_ have been made to rejoice in God: for they have come to a correct 
- understanding of the principles of righteousness. But says one, what 
is the use of this beck, admitting it is true?——We answer, first, it 
brings to light an important history before unknown to man; second, 
it reveals the origin of the American Indians; third, it contains im- 


fifth, it helps to fill the measure of the 


‘by inspiration ;—t some of the writ- 
ef the tribe of Ephraim, or Joseph, and he will yet makeinstruments 
of them to — Israel; and help prepare the way for the Millen- 
nium : therefore, it is reasonable for:us to:look for their writings : for, 
according to Isaiah va to have an abundance of them ; speak- 
ing of the Ephraimites, he says: « But the word aeons —— 
them pr ‘upon precept, t upon precept; line upon line, line 
upon a Fite and there xxviii. David 
gays by: the word of the Lord: “Ephraim is the strength of mine head; 
Judah is my: law giver.”—Ps. lx. 7. His glory is like 
the firstling of bullock, and his horns are like:the horns of uni- 
corns: with them he shall push the people together from the ends of 
“the earth: and:they are the ten. thousands of Ephraim, and they are 
the: thousands of Manasseh.”—Deut. xxxiii. 17. Now the children of 
Joseph, or Ephraim never have been the instruments in the-hands of 
God to gather in the people from:the ends of the earth:;. but accord- 
pte the above they wilk yet do: it. Jeremiah is very plain on this 
subject: “For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount 
Ephraim ‘shall cry, arise ye, and let us go up to. Zion: unto»:the 
- LordourGod. . For thus saith the Lord, sing with gladness for Jacob, 
and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye,.and 
_ say, O:Lord, save thy people, the: remnant of Israel. Behold, £ will 
“bring them from the North country; and a gree from the coasts — 
“of th the: lame, the woman with 
@hild, r-that travaileth-withi child together: a .great ‘company 
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a 
re portant prophecies, yet to be fulfilled, which immediately concern this 
generation ; fourth, it much plainness.in regard.to. points.o: 
3 _ they take the pains to read it; 
- 
2 knowledge of God, that it may cover the earth ag the waters cover 
* ‘Now reader, we said much about the tribe of Ephraim, and 
iel’ ds, is the “stick of 
= that the Book of Mormon, to use Ezekiel’s words, is the “stick o 
| ‘im the bands of im; and it is: plain from the prophets 
a _ the Lord has. chosen the tribes of E,phzaim, and Judah, to be in- 
bd 
-. truments in his hands to perform great works... Christ was of Judah, 
- and the apostles were chiefly. of the same tribe. »’They have performed 
* heir work, namely, preached the gospel to the nations of the earth, and 
= 
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cations will I iead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of 
waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble; for lam a 
_ Father to Israel, and Ephraim is my first born. Hear ye the word 
of the Lord, O Ye nati arid declare it in the islés afar off, arid say, 
he that scattereth will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth 
his flocks: “For the: Lérd hath redeemed,,Jacob, and ransomed: him 
from: the hand of him that was stronger than he. Therefore they 
_ shall come-and sing in the height of 2 ion, and shall flow together to 
the goodness of the Lord.”+—Jer. xxxi. 6-12.: First it is said, in-the 
above that the watchmen of Ephraim shall cry :to the people, rwam: 
up to Zion';” second, it is said that the children of 
all be pentived third; ‘when they are restored, Ephraim shall 
be the .Lord’s first-born. Ephraim was the second son of Joseph, and 
oO was the eleventh son of Jacob; therefore, this birth has refer- 
ence to the Ephraimites, first of all the tribes receiving the gespel+~-be- 
ing born of God. ‘Therefore, it is perfectly consistent with 7 alors 
their writings to. come forth to assist in this work of-gathering. . 
Jeremiah connects: the following with this work: ‘ Behold; the 
dave come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah;” “ And they shall 
teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”—Jer. xxxi, 31-34. 
Isaiah speaking of their restoration, and the everlasting covenant that 
ct Lord will make with them, says: “ And their seed shall. be known 
the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people.”+—Isa. Ixi. 
9. Now we ask, can any one tell whether the American Indians are 


of Israel unless by revelation from God? This was a hidden mys- 


pe which was necessary to be revealed in time for their gathering. 
ut enou: gh is already said upon this part of the subject-—1T re is an 
abundance oF collateral:evidence in favour of this work, such; as the 
ohn ge of the prophets concerning the ensign that God will-rear 
for the gathering of Israel; “ setting his hand ‘the second time to re- 


cover hem,” &c., which we shall hereafter notice under another . 


We will also for thin! watinfadtion the give a brief history, 
as recorded i in the Book of Mormon, of the ancients in America 
came here—Their osperity+-Someé of their teac 

0 ‘their ry their falfilment-—Their destruction 
ir records~The manner ‘in which the Book of 
was and brought tolightThe testimony ‘of sev- 
eral who ‘testify:to: its truth—-O. Cowdery's Letters, embracing the 
life and character ‘o Joseph Smith, and somé of the most-important 


incidents ‘connected with the 
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HISTORY OF THE ANCLENTS OF AMERICA, AND ALSO OF THE BOOK OF 
+ Six hundred years B. C., according to the Book of Mormon, Lehi, 
‘who was a righteous man, was fore-warned of the destruction of Je- — 
rusalem and the Babylonish captivity, who was commanded by the — 
Lord, took his ‘family and fled into the wilderness. He pitched his 
_ tent in the wilderness ‘near the Red Sea, and.sent back his sons to 
Jerusalem, who persuaded one Ishmael and his family to accompany 
them: to their father Lehi. The Lord —— to lead them to a 
choice land above all: lands; therefore they set out.on their journey 
for this land. After.a Jong and tedious journey, they came to. the 
great waters, 'or.the Ocean. Nephi the son of Lehi, who was also a 
prophet, and their pilot,:or leader in the wilderness ; was: commanded 
and instructed:to build a ship sufficiently large to transport them over 
the sea. This work was. accomplished in eight.years from the time 
they: left Jerusalem. They set sail, and in a proper time they landed, 
as weinfer from their record, somewhere on the Western coast of 
South America. They immediately commenced tilling the earth, and 
erecting mansions for dwelling places. | 
Lehi had:six sons, Laman, uel, Nephi, Sam, Jacob, and Joseph. 
Laman, Lemuel,-and the sons of Ishmael rebelled against God, and 
would not keep his commandments: for this they were cursed. Their 
posterity in process of time became a powerful nation ; but extremely 
wicked, and their chief occupations were. hunting, plundering, and 
9 about from place to place. In the Book of Mormon they are 
called .Lamanites.. The other sons ef Lehi were obedient to the com- 
mands of God. Their posterity also in the course of time became a great 
nation; and were called Nephites. To them God committed his divine 
oracles, (the and they had inspired men 
among’them.' They:also kept a record of their prophecies, and reve- 
lations, and the proceedings of their nation. When they left Jerusa- 
jem they brought with them the law of Moses, and the writings of 
the former prophets, down to the days of Jeremiah. This accounts 
for the quotations from Isaiah and others, which are found in the 
‘Phe Nephites tilled the land, built cities, and erected temples for 
places:of ‘worship; but the Lamanites lived a more indolent life.al- 
though, in some instances: they built cities.: ‘The Nephites. were at 
times faithful to God, at-other times they. were indifferent, and would _ 
not be faithful. . They frequently had —— tedious wars with the 
Lamanites; and were often driven before them. They were constant- 
_ ly*emigrating to the North. length they: commenced settlements 
in the sa country, not far from the Isthmus of Darien; and 
while in* parts they advanced farther in science and arts, than 
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at any time previous; end: built, ore spacious ction and buildings 
than. they di id. before. - tae, 

Six pee years from, the time Lehi left Jewdem, 
Christ, after his resurrection, appeared unto many of the. Nephites and 
established his church, chose disciples and sent them. ‘throughout the 
land to preach his l, thus ff the saying: “ Other sheep I 
have hich are not of this fold them I must go and bring also.” 
Lamanites at times. to the faith. 

ephites after Christ’s appearance were r 
but in the third or fourth century 1 
love began to wax cold. Some dissented and raised up churches for 
the sake of gain; and thus they were troubled. with the spirit of pride 
and haughtiness. God commanded Mormon, who lived in the fourth 
century, to preach repentance to them, and foretell their destruction if 
they would not repent. ‘The Lord foreseeing that they would not re- 
pent, commanded Mormon to collect the writings of his forefathers— 
their revelations and prophecies, é&c.,. and older: an abridgement of. 
them, and engrave them upon new plates, (their manner of keeping 
records was to éngrave them on metallic — But in consequence 
of their wars, and their flight to the North, the Lamanites,. 
he did not live to finish this work ; and ao the final destruction of 
the Nephites:drew near, he gave the records to his‘son Moroni, who: 
lived to see their final extermination, or destruction by. the hands 
Sen they with his father left to moulder. on the 

ain, 

‘Thus a powerful nation, whose fathers were the favourites of hea- 
ven, were cut off, and their names have faded into oblivion. Oh1: 


thou foul monster! Thow art terrible, thy ways are death! 


-_didst thou cause such a nation to be blotted out of the earth? = 
The Indians of America are the descendants of the Lamanites, and. 
according to predictions that are in the Book of Mormon, they will 
yet lay y Fa their weapons of war.and be converted unto the Lord. 
Moroni finished compiling and abrid “5 records of his fathers, 
which hee — upon new plates, for t to use his own 
words, as follows: “ And now behold, we ra written this record 
according to our knowledge in. the. characters, which .arée called 
according to our manner of speech. . And if cur plates had been 
sulbeiintly large , we should have written in Hebrew ; but the Hebrew 
hath been altered by us also; and if we could have written in Hebrew, 
behold, ye would have had no imperfection in our record. But:the 
Lord the things which we have written, and also that. none 
other people prepared’ means 


who the Old world, and te, this 
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thence upon the face of all the earth.”—Gen. xi. 8..° If any person 
should*wish to learn further concerning this people, let him read the 
‘Moroni was then commanded to deposite this record in the earth, 
together with the Urim and Thummim, or as the Nephites would have 
said, Interpreters, which were instruments to assist in the work of 
the translation, with a promise fromthe Lord that it should be brought 
 todight by means of a Gentile Nation that should possess the land ; 
and be published to the world, and go forth to the Lamanites, and be 
one of the instruments in the hands of God for their conversion. | It 
remained safe in the place where it was deposited, till it was brought — 
to light by the administration of angels, and translated by po 0 
and power of God. But says one, who ever heard of a 
thing as a record being deposited in the earth? We answer: that it 
is nothing more strange than it wes for Jeremiah to hide the ¢aber- 
sacle, and the ark of the covenant, which contained the tables of 
stone, written upon x Hae finger of God, Aaron’s rod,'and the pot of 
manna, in mount Nebo. This account is to be found in the Apocry- 
of the Old Testament; 2nd. Book of Maccabees, ii chapter. 
ut says the objector, perhaps the account is not true? We answer: 
that history corroborates ‘it.. ‘This record was not designed to be a 
source of wealth, or wordly profit to any one; but to be deposited 
again, because they were sacred, as much 80, as the tables of stone, — 
on which the ten commandments were written. However, they were 
shown to chosen witnesses, men of undoubted veracity, who testify _ 
that they saw it, and know by the voice of an angel that it is the naw A 
of God. - But says the objector, again, why ‘was it not shown to the 
world, and then would have been no doubt about this matter.? We 
answer: first, because God commanded otherwise, which is the best 
ef all reasons; second, the same may be said about the tables of 
stone ; why did not Moses show them to all the children of Israel? 
We have no account of his showing ‘them to but a few; but on the 
contrary, they were placed in the Holy of Holy where the High- 
erm was only allowed to enter once a year. Third, why did not 
Christ show himeelf.to the Jews: after his resurrection, and thus con-— 
vince them that. he was the trae: Messiah? Peter said: “ Him God 
raised up the third day and showed him openly : not to all the peo- 
ple, but unto witnesses, chosen before of God, even to us who did eat 
and drink ‘with him after he ‘rose from the dead.”—Acts, x. 40, 41. 
Thus the world had to believe the: resurrection of Christ from the 
testimony of interested witnesses, and not from disinterested. What | 
sen often think to be the best way, God generally looks upon as 
foolishness. We will here insert the testimony of: three witnesses, 
_ Which-is-appended to the Book of. Mormon; page 572, third edition. 


Beit known unto all nations, kindreds,-te and. unto 
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Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain 
this record, which is a record of the people of Nephi, and also of the 
Lamanites, their brethren, and also of the people of Jared, who came 
from the tower of which hath been spoken; and we also know that 
they have been translated by the gift and sana God, for his voice 
hate declared it unto. us; wherefore we know of a surety,. that the 
work is true. And we also we have seen the 
which are upon the plates; and they have beem shown unto us by the 

wer of God, and not of man. And we declare with words of ‘so- 
berness, that an angel of God came down from heaven, and: he brought 
and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, and. the 
engravings thereon; and we know that it is by the grace of God the 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and bearapecerd 
that these things are true; and it is marvelous in our eyes; neyerthe- — 
less, the voice of the Lord commanded us that we should bear record 
of it; wherefore, to be obedient unto the commandments of God, we 
bear testimony of these things. And we know thatif we are faith- 
ful in Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all. men, and 
be found spotless before the judgment seat of Christ, and shall dwell 
with him eternally in the heavens. And the honour be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which isone God. Amen. — 

“Davip WaitmeEr, 

Now reader the above is as positive a testimony as there ever was 
concerning any truth that God ever revealed since the world began, 
and the knowledge that enabled them to testify, professes to have come ~ 
from heaven: therefore, if it is deception, there is no other way to 
find it out, but to receive intelligence from whence it professes to have 
come. It is affirmed to be true, from the testimony of an angel, and 
a million negatives will not make it false, or effect its truth in the 
least. There was a few individuals.that testified to the resurrection 
ef Christ from an actual knowledge—they had seen him; but.there 
were many nations that denied, and said, he had not risen from the 
dead ; but what did it all amount to? He came from heaven, and the 
only way for them to know whether he did or not, was to get a reve- 


thousands that can testify that the Book of Mormon is true. «If 
the Book of Mormon is the work of wicked men, it cannot be: found 
it, that have received no revelation, do, not know whether: they are 


3 
4 
ation. Noah testifed of the flood, and for all that we know, all the a 
Antediluvians took the negative'side of. the question; but what did it 4 
allamount to? Noah obtained his knowledge from heaven, and con- 4 
demned the whole world by his pam and yet they had as a 4 
reasons for rejecting him, as the people ave for rejecting the 4 
of Mormon. Noah alone testified of the flood; but there’ are 
aa 
ighting against or the Devi hus: the Book of .Mormon 
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supported: by that kind of evidence, that all the divines, priests, and 
ilactietonnet overthrow it. It bears its own weight: for it is 
true, and nohe:can make it false.. Indeed, if thére was no.other evi- 
derice in favour of it, but the testimony of the three witnesses which 
we have inserted, we should consider ourselves under obligation to 
believe it, until a testimony is received from heaven to over-balance 
that which is in favour, which professes to have come from heaven. 
‘Others may think as they please. But says one, the characters of some 
of the founders of the sect are such that we have reason to believe 
that it is all a fabrication. We know of nothing that is derogatory to 
their characters, but the foul misrepresentations of priests, professors, — 
and editors. The professors of religion circulated falsehoods about 
Christend the apostles; but all did not make Christ a false prophet. 
A thousand falsehoods are in circulation about the Beok of Mormon, 
and those who were the instruments in the hands of God to. bring 
- about this work: and what do they all prove? If —— any thing, 
they prove that they are men of God, and that the Book of Mormon 
is true. Christ said: “ Blessed are ye when they shall say all manner | 
of evil against you falsely for my sake.” “ Woe be unto you when 
all‘men shall speak well of you.” “If they have hated me they will 
hate you.” Again, why were not these things revealed to some of — 
the learned divines, instead of Joseph Smith? Answer: why did not 
Christ choose for his apostles some of the High-priests of the Phari- 
sees, or some of the doctors of the law, instead of fishermen. ‘“ Not | 
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble 
are called; but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise.” | 

There is also the testimony of eight other witnesses, who testify 
that they saw this record. Their testimony is to be found on the last 
page of the Book of Mormon.—We will now extract a few prophecies 

Nephi prophecying of this our day, page 113, says: 

have ye the Jews, ancient cove- 
nant people? nay: but ye have cursed them, and have hated them, 
and have not sought to recover them. But behold, I will return all 
these things _— your own heads; for I the Lord, hath not forgotten 
my people. Thou fool, that shall say, a bible, we have got a bible, 
and we need no more bible. Have ye obtained a bible, save it were 
by the Jews? Know ye not that there are more nations than one? 
Ae ye not that I, the Lord your God, have created all men, and 
that I remember those who are upon the isles of the sea; and that I 
rule in the heavens above, and in theearth beneath ; and I bring fo 
my word unto the children of men, yea, even all the nations of 
the.earth? Wherefore murmur ye, because that ye shall. receive 
more of my word? Know ye not that the testimony of two nations 
is‘ withess unto 2 a that I am God, that I remember one nation like 
unto‘another ? Wherefore, I speak the samie words unto one.nation 
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testimony of another nation that was secluded from those of the 
Eastern continent, and without communication with each other, in 
those early times; but it agrees with the bible. The one, was 
written upon this continent, the other A the Eastern; therefore 
when the servants of God shall preach | to the nations of 
the earth, and to the House of Israel, they will have the testimony of 
two nations to present unto them, that have run together, both afiirm- 
the Son God. This be a will 
not be easily dispensed with; consequently they will search deep into 
the matter, and peradventure learn that ‘Sian is the true Messiah. 
Hence we sce the utility of the Book of Mormon—for it is a testi- 
mony of a nation that was secluded from the Old world. «“ By the 
mouth of two or three witnesses, every word shall be established.’’) 
And I do this that I may prove unto many, that I am the same yester- 
_ day, to-day, and forever ; and that 1 speak forth my words according 
to mine own pleasure. And because that, I have spoken one word, — 


ye need not suppose that [ cannot speak another; fur my work is 
not yet finished ; ; neither shall it be, until the end’ of man; siolteat from 
that time henceforth and forever. — | | 
“ Wherefore, because that ye have a bible, ye need not s that 
it contains all my words; neither need ye suppose that I have not. 
_ caused more to be written: for I command all men, both in the east, 
and in the west, and in the north, and in the south, and in the islands 
of the sea, that they shall write the words which I speak unto them ; 
for out of the books which shall be written I will judge the world, 
every man according to their works, according to that which is 
written. For behold I shall speak unto the Jews, and they shall write 
it: and I shall also speak unto the Nephites, and they shail write it; 
And I shall also speak unto the other tribes of the House:of Israel, 
which I have led away, and they shall write it; and I shall also 
unto all nations of the earth, and they shall write it. = = 
_* And it shall come to pass that the Jews shall have the words of 
the Nephites, and the Nephites shall have the words of the Jews: and 
the Nephites and the Jews shall have the words of the lost tribes 
_ of Israel::and the lost tribes of Israel shall have the words of 
““ And it shall come to pass that my people which are of the: House 


of Israel, shall be gathered home unto the lands of their So 
and my word also shall be gathered in one. And I will shew unto 


them that fight against my word and against : who. are of 
covenanted with | 


the House of Israel, that.1.am God, and that J 
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Ant mew, behold, my beloved:brethren, I would speak unto you: 
I:Nephi, would not suffer that ye:should that ye are more 
mnighteous than the Gentiles shall:be: ‘For behold, except -ye shall keep 
Ahe‘comimandments of God ye shallall likewise : perish; and because 
of; the words which have been spoken ‘ye need not suppose that the 
Gentiles are utterly destroyed. For ld I say unto you, that as 
sneey of the Gentiles as will repent, are the covenant a of the 
Lord; and as many of the Jews as will not repent, shall be cast off ; 
for the Lord covenanteth with none, save it be with them that repent 
and believe in his Son, who is the Holy One of Israel. - bake 
_» And now, I woud prophesy somewhat more concerning the Jews 
_and the Gentiles. For after the book of which I have spoken shall 
come-forth, and be written unto the Gentiles, and sealed up again unto 
the Lord, there shall be many which shall believe the words which 
are written; and they shall carry them forth unto the remnant of 
our seed. (When the Book of Mormon was first published to the 
world there were but a very few that believed it ; but since that time it 
has gained thousands of believers, whether this prophecy was written 
by the inspiration of God, or not.) And then: shall the remnant of 
our seed (the aborigines of this continent; or the Red men of the 
forest,) know concerning us; how that we came out from 
Jerusalem, and that they are descendants of the Jews. And the 
ospel of Jesus Christ shall be declared among them ; wherefore, they 
shail be restored unto the knowledge of their fathers, and ‘also to the 
know of Jesus Christ which was had among their fathers. And 
then shall they rejoice; for they shall know that itis a blessing unto 
them from the hand of God: and their scales of darkness shall begin 
to fall from their eyes: and many generations shall not pass away 
among them, save they shall be a pure and a 
__ “And it shall come to pass that the Jews which are scattered, also 
shall begin ‘to believe in Christ: and they shall begin to gather in 
upon the face of the land; [Canaan] and as er as shall believe in 
Christ, shallalso become a delightsome people. (At the time the Book 
Of Mormon was brought to light, the land of Canaan was in the hands 
of the Turks, who rigidly held possession of. it, and would not allow 
the Jews the ordinary privileges of other citizens ; but since that time 
there has been a great change in the Ottoman Empire, which now af- 
fords the Jews more liberty; and also: the privilege to gather upon 
the land of their fathers.—Thy have commented there: by 
thousands, and are making preparations: to build again ‘the city of — 
Jerusalem.. Thus the above prophecy is fulfilling, and: if it was not 
‘written by inspiration, we mustvadmit at any rate, that the oné who 
«And it shall come to pass that the Lord God shall. commence his 
work; among all nations, ‘kindreds,. and: people, to bring 
about ‘the: restoration of his: upon the earth::: And with right- 
eoteness shall the:ord judge the: poor, ‘ reprove' :with 
equity, for the meek of the earth. And ‘he shall smite the 
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be wicked; for ‘the: time speedily, cometh, that the 


ahall cause a great division. among people';: and the 
wicked will be destroy ; and he will' spare. his yea, even if it 
so’be that. he must-destroy the wicked by fire. xighteousness 
shall be the girdle of bis loins;.and faithfulness the girdle of his:reins. 
Aind then —_ the walf dwell with the:lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
dewn. with the kid; and the calf, and the young lion, and the, 

tegether; and a little child shall lead them. And. the cow and 
bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down. together; and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking:child shall play-on 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put. his:.hand-on the 
cockatrice’s den. They sball not hurt nor destroy in: all og bel 
mountain ; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 


as the waters cover the sea. Wherefore, the things of all natio | 


shall: be made known: yea, all things shall be made known unto’the 
children of men. There is nothing which is secret, save it shall. be 
revealed:; there is no works of darkness, save it shall be made‘ mani- 
fest:in the light; and there is nothing which is sealed upon th . 


save it shall be loosed.. Wherefore, all things which have been re- — 


vealed unto-the children. of men, shall ‘at that day be revealed; and 
satan shall have power over the hearts of the children of men no 
more; for a long time.. And now my beloved brethren, I make an 
end of my sayings”. 
Moroni prophecied of this our day, and of the coming forth of the 
: oe of Mormon, and the situation of this generation, as follows. 
Book of: Mormon, page 517. 
» “ Behold, I am.Moroni; and were it possible, I would make all things 
known unto you. Behold, I make an end of speaking concerni 
this people. -I am the son of Mormon, and my father was.ad 
ant of Nephi; and I am the same who hideth up this record unto the 
Lord; the plates thereof are of no worth, because of the com- 


mandment of the Lord. For he truly saith, that no one shall have ~ 


them to. get gain; but the record thereof is of great worth; and 
whoso shail bring it to light, him will the Lord bless. For none can 
_ have power to bring it. to light, save it be given him of God; for 

God will that it shall be done with an eye single to his glory, or the 
welfare of the ancient and long dispersed covenant people of the 
Lord.. * * * , And no-one need say, they shall not come, for the 
surely shall, for the Lord hath spoken it; for out of the earth: 
_ they-come, by the hand of the Lord, and none can stay it; and: it 
shall come in a day when it shall be said that miracles are: done 
away:; and it shall come even as if one should speak from the dead. 
And it shall come in a day when the blood of saints shall unto 
the: Lord, because of secret combinations end: the works of 
(Reader, just remember: the persecutions that have come upon the 
saints in the State of Missouri,.and. the gre pear sealed their 
testimony with their own blood,) yea, it sha 
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when leaders of churches, and t | : art 
even to the envying of them who belong to their churches; yea, itst 
come in a day when there shall be heard of fires, and tempests, and 
vapors of smoke in foreign lands; and there shall also be heard of 
wars, and rumours of wars, and eal } in divers: places; yea, 
it'shall come in a day when there shall be great pollutions: the 
face of the earth; there. shall be murders and: robbing, lying, 
ahd deceivings, and whoredoms, and all manner of abominations, 
when there shall be — who will .say, do this or do that, and it 
mattereth not, for the Lord will: such at the lastday. But wo 
nto such, for they are inthe gall ‘of bitterness, and. in the bonds 
iniquity. Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be churches 
bailt up that shall say, come unto me, and for your money you shall 
_ be forgiven of your sins. O ye wicked and perverse, and stiff-necked 
peor, why have ye built up churches unto yourselves. to get gain? 
_ Why have ye transfigured the holy word of that ye — 
damnation upon your souls? Behold, look ye unto the revelations o 
God. For behold, the time cometh at that day when all these things 
must be fulfilled. Behold, the Lord hath shewn unto me great and 
marvelous things concerning that which must shortly come.at that 
day when these things shall come forth among you. Behold, I speak 
unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But behold, 
_ Christ-hath shewn you unto me, and I know your doing; and 1 know 
that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts; and there are none, sav 
a few only, who do not lift themselves up in the pride of their hea: 
unto the wearing of very fine apparel, unto envying, and strifes, 
malice, and persecutions, ‘and all manner of iniquities: and: :your 
churches, yea, even every one, have become polluted because of -the 
pride of your hearts. For a on do love money, and your sub- 
stances, and your fine apparel, and the adorning of your churches, 
more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted. 
O ye polluted ones, ye hypocrites, ye teachers, who sell yourselvesfor 
_ that which will canker, why have ye polluted the holy church ef God ? 
Why are ye ashamed to take upon ye the name of Christ? Why do — 
you not think that greater js the value of an endless happiness, than 
that misery which never dies, because of the praise of the world, _ 
Why do ye adorn yourselves with that which hath no life, and yet — 
suffer the hungry, and the needy, and the naked, and the sick, and 
the afflicted, to pass by you, and notice them not? Yea, why do ye. 
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Book ‘of the sof: the doctrine taught 
118. of Nephi hr brethren flown, 


an 
the words of : Wherefore the things which} have 
cerning ‘the doctrine of Christ; wherefore, 1 shall--speak unto ‘you 
plainly, according to the ness. of my prophesying: For m 
delighteth in plainness :: the: Lord 
among the children of men. For the: Lord pe = 
_ the understanding: for he speaketh unto men acco 


guage, unto their un ing. »' Wherefore, 1 would that 4 
the Lord showed unto me, that should baptize 

And now, ifthe Lamb of God, he boing: 


be baptized by’ ‘water, to fulfil all righteousness, O then; how:much 
more feed have we, being unholy, yea, even by water. 
Lamb of God did fulfil all righteousness in being baptized ‘by’ 

Know ye not that-he was holy ? But notwithstanding he being holy, 
he showeth unto the children of men, that according to the flesh, he 
htimbleth: himself before the Father, and witnesseth unto the Father 
that he would. be obedient: unto him in kéeping his: commandments; 
wherefore; after he was baptized. with water, the Holy Ghost :de- 

cn the ofthe pa 

unte men narrow- 
ample before them. And ‘he said unto the'children of-men,followthon 
‘Wherefore, my tan we follow weave we 
shall-be willing 
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\ “ But behold, my r beloved brethren, 'thus-came the voice of the Son 
unto mé,/seyi alter zépested of your sins, and -witnemed 
unte the Father that ye are willing to keepmy commandments, by the 
baptism of water,:and have-received the: baptism of fire and of the 
with a new tongue, even with the 
tongae of 
beter for you that ye had not known me. - don 
«And I a voice from the Father, sayi “yea, the words of my 
beloved, are true and faithful. |; He that endureth to the end, the same 
‘shall be saved.—And now, my: béloved brethren,I know by: this, 
unless ‘a man shall endure to the end, in following the example of the 
Son of the do the things 
which have Ishaveseen, that» your Lord and. your Re- 
_deemer should do: ton, for this cause have they been shown unto me, 
that ye might: know the gate :by:which ye enter. the gate 
by which ye should enter, is repentance, and baptism’ by water; and 
then ‘cometh a remission of your sins by fire, and by the Holy Ghost. 
And then are ye in this straight.and-‘narrow path which leads to eter- 
nal life yea, ye have entered in by done accord- 
to the commandments of the: Son; and ye: have 
received the Holy Ghost, ofthe 
unto the fulfilling of the promise-avhich he hath made; that: if ye. en- 
«And now, my beloved brethren, after ye have gotten into this 
and would ask, if all is done? Behold, I say 
unto you, nay; for ye have not come ‘thus far, save it were by. ‘the 
_ word of Christ, : unshaken faith in him; relying ‘wholly .upon : the 
merits.of Him who is mighty to save; press for- 
ward-with a steadfastness in Christ, having a-perfeet; 
hope, and a love of God and of all men. « herefore, if-ye | press 
forward, the. word. of Christ, and toithe 
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do.—Wherefore, now after I have spok if ye cannot 
understand them, it will be because ither yeknock ; 


wherefore, ye are’not brought light, b in 
dark. For behold, again I say:unto you, that if ye will. enter in by 
the way,and receive the Holy Ghost, it ‘will shew unto youallithings — 
what ye should do. ‘Behold, this-is the doctrine: of Christi and there | 
will be no more doctrine given, until after he shall, manifest: himself 
unto you in the flesh. \And when he shall. manifest himself unto you 
in flesh, the he: shall say unto: yous’ observe 
to do. ; 
‘And now I, Nephi; sey the spirit st vmnine at- 
wickedness, and the ignorance, and: the stiff-neckedness of .men :-for 
they will not search knowledge, nor understand great knowledge, when 
it is iven unto them in plainness, even as plain as word can be, . 
nd now my beloved brethren, Iperceive that: ye ponder still in 
your! hearts; and it grieveth me that I must speak concerning this 
thing: ~For if ye would hearken unto the spirit which teacheth u man 
to pray, ye would know that.ye must ining for the evil spirit teacheth 
not a man to pray, but teacheth him that he must not pray. Butzbe- 
hold, I-say unto you, that/ye must always, and not faint; that 
ye must not perform any thing unto-the Lord, save in the first ‘place 
ye'shall pray unto the Father in the name of Christ, that, he: will 
consecrate thy performance unto thee, ‘that thy perfgrmanos matys -be 
for the welfare of thy soul.” 
_ The following are ‘some of the instructions. that Christ gave to his 
e upon: this land, 492. 
And it cate to pass t it as the disciples were journeying 
and were aera, ng the things which they had both heard: and seen, 
n 


and were in the name of Jesus; it. came to pass that the 
_ disciples were 5 get together, and were united in mighty. 
and And again: shewed himself _unto:them,-for thay 


were praying unto the Father, in his name ; and Jesus came and stood 
in the midst of them, and saith anto them, what: will: ye that I shall 
‘give unto: they said. unto him, Lord, we: will that thou 
tell: us: we shall ng the charch; 
are disputations concerning matter. 
thean, ‘say unto hy. is it thatthe 
people should murmur and dispute . because. is thing have they 
not: read . the , which say ye must: take *t pret 
of Christ, which is iny ‘name 1 for by:this name be: called. at 
the last. day ; and -whoso taketh upon: him :my: name, and endureth to 
ye it: in» my pame ; therefore 
c urch for my sake; | 


= 
+ 
‘ + 
wy 
= 
ey 
% 
4 +3 
“ ; 
TS 
“dy 


ifva) church be called ih 
‘Moses’ ngime; then it:be' Moses’ church ; or if it. be called in the name 

. wapan, then it be:the church’of a man; but if at-be ‘called in my 
it ie may:church, if itp be::that:they are built..upon. my 


‘gospel. Verily, I unto: you, ye ‘are: built pon my 
therefore whatsoever things” call in my:name; 
‘therefore the Father, for the church, if.it be* in my 


hear you ;and:if it so be: that the <charch is 


not: u 

upon the works. of ths devil, verif 
they’are hewn and cast'into:the ire, from: whence 


remember the 
gen you my 
given unto you, that I came into 


nan ‘the Father 


"Fatbor sont me that might bai 
been lifted. up upon the cross, I might 
me ; at as I have . been: lifted ‘up by men, © 

up b torstand. belore' me, 10 be jadged of thei 
and for this" 
in 


a0 more. because of 
hich he ‘hath given 
And for. cause: 
ta his rest, ‘who have: washed their g ts 
ifs: 
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connected with the coming forth of the Book of Moraion; have ever 

inquiry. The following Lett 

all jon necessary upon that subject’ 
‘N. B. They were written to W. W. Phelps, who w 

them; ‘but we shall not publish them : for he-was 


avenly Fathér to us both to rejdicé in 
life.” And by giving thems’ 
have the same some. . 


evenit is ‘fast ¢ 


he vomimon 
thing’ can can never 
ing up the grand s doce 
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ea ro a 
write; and while a few moments how a r 
| rite; and whil nent now avowed me fot 
aside from the cares and On conver Satio on OF My friends in 
place, I have thought that were I to communicate to you,migh, 
be rnaps, e noL prove tO: VOUTSEL 

ne LAMD, ang are pa: ne OCF 
- Another day 7 hat, to us, bo ocean, Ermayity ! we 

where near x have gone and 

cross the ne is, that it never return ! 

emanating irc joa; or 
hering them enjay that Sabbath w halt 
never. 


ions which have 


or the individugis then rails, | 
them of the In’ God that die 
permitted to cast upon m 

ot on ve ciously preserv m swe and. un- 
reasonable but I have seen the fruit of 


rseverance the everlast after 


declared to the world 


e of the setting of the Sun, Sabbath evening, -April’Sth, . 
si eyes, for the first time beheld this other He then 
.. armony, Susquehannacounty, Penn. On Monday the 6th, 

Sen? “in, arranging some ‘busifiess of a temporal nature, and 
the:7th, commenced to write the book of Mormon. 
never to be under the sound of voice 
ted, to write 
ummim, 


and his faithfal son Morani, 
favored of heaven, would 
| therefore. defer this to a future 


Who haye stepped forward, amid t 
* @ No wen in their sober translate and Write tod 
venta the Nephites, from the mouth of the Saviour, of 
‘corruption | had spread an uncertainty all 
among men, — 
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appomted,” To t travel wi 
to be and. wa to ingdom of. 
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ne: common inteliect... And what serves 
é. render the reflection past éxpression on t int is, . rom his 
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| , and the. keys of nee! 
wonder ! what amazement! the world were ra¢ 


distracted—while millions were. groping as the: blind for 


and while all men were resti 
our eyes beheld—our ears heard 


uncertainty, as 
As in the 


e 
testimony is no:lessthan the spirit of y 
: rev in. alf -the. 
carefully. cc acea ied by men whose craft would have been in da ‘a 
once ces. of meh, Wwere'no 
uss-and,swe only, wai r comm -given, 
was not long desired before it. realized. The 
Nombie, r we nim in a_fervent manner, 
recta 
nen. snec its 
ced to the center; and: his words,:;“ Iam thy: 
‘every fear. e AE 
the -voice of: the angel from ~—twas.a m from the: Most ang 
souls; and we were rapt in tac. vision of the yi was 
roomfor doubt? . No: where: uncertainty. had fied, doubt ha 
ps ‘ag he said, Vou 
under. his hand the ho! dG; ag De said, “ @pon yeu my 
not attentpt to. paint to you the of this heart, northe = 


a manner as this holy personage.” nor power to 
give the joy, t6 bestow the peace, or comprehend the “wisdom ‘which 
vas in éath sentence as they ‘were’ delivered ‘by the 

of the Holy Spirit!’ Man may deceive his fellow man; decepti 
follow ‘deception, ‘and the children of ‘the wicked one may’ 
the foolish and -untaught till nagght’ but-fiction feeds the 
and the fruit of falsehood ™mirries ‘in ite’current ‘the giddy: to 
the grave; but ‘one touch with the fingér of his ‘love; ‘yes, one’ray’ of 
from the ‘world; or one word: from the’ mouth of ‘the 
aviour, from the bosom ‘of etérnity, strikes ‘it all into insignificance, 
and blots it forever from the mind! The asstirance that’ we were in 
the’ presente of an ‘angel; the certainty that!we: heard the ‘voice of 
Jésus, and the truth unsullied as ‘it flowed from a-pure 
dictated by the will of God, is to me, ‘past ‘description, a 
ever look upon’ this expression of the Saviour's goodness with wonder 
and thanksgiving while I am permitted to tarry, and in those‘mansions — 
where fection dwells and sin never Comes; ‘adore 
DAY which shall never cease!* 

must close for the present: nguishéd, a 

nature seems locked-in silence, shrouded’ it enjoying 
that repose so necessary to this life. ‘Bat the period is on 
when night will close,’and those who are found worthy will i 
_ that city where neither the light of the sun nor moon will be necessary 


Dean 
nthe dast Messenger I promised. to 


commence a more partcolar or minute history of the rise and pro- 
ress of the. church of: the Latter-Day. Saints;: and: publish, for the 
fit of inquirers, and all-who are disposed to.learn... There are. 
_ certain facts relative to:the works.of God wortby::the : consideration 
and observance of — individual, and 
he never works in the dark—his works are:always 
. clear, intelligible manner: and another point is, hb 
. invain. This is not the case with men; but-mightiit not:be!... When 
 the'Lord works, he accomplishes: his:purposes, and the affects. of-his 
 pewer are to be seen afterward;, In-view ofthis, sufler. mete: make. 
afew-remarks by way of introduction, The works: ofiman:may — 
shine for ‘a season with a degree of brilliancy, but time: their 
complexion; and ‘whether it did or: shtalbwenid: be the same in alittle 
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base:to their. centre; the nations of.the. ri Fis 
and the blessed millions of the church 7 
enemies are subdued... 
shall I write the history -of the. 
to his own instruction: to:: 


among all nations, tof 
iniquities, the. ‘appearing of the Great: 


But. there is, of necessity, a uniformity so. ‘exacts... a manner. 
precise, and ordinances so minute, i all ages and sod. geniaatinns when 
ever God has established his churak among men should I have | a 

that characterized 


occasion to recur to either ager and to 
Ay the of 


as truth, Of this I may say as Teftallian said to 


shall not: be required. to,adorn and «beautify. my narrative with a 
relation of the faith.of Exoonm;.and those whe mum Dud 
2g 
> the reward. of 
Shepherd, in a 
‘unto re it in- reserve to 
presént century, as a.matter of right, in this-free country, I may take a 
at The 1g may 4 
ty 
privilege. «.T his may. be doubted by some——indeed by. many——as an 4 
admission of this poi ld. overthrow ..the popular of. the 2 
mission O point wou vertarow .the pop systems 2 
day. I cannot reasonably expect, then, that large majority. of 4 
professors will: be. willing to listen to my argument & moment, a 
a careiul, imp al investigation of - ig 
: by. opposition; The s ‘of this -world may be.expiod*: 
and the-more .it ‘is. and the means 
not. the. vain cry, of delusion”. the. it is 
and: without Ite. 18, 
F 


} same culiarities are apparent. “Those who -have been guided | 


Boasts of their own righteousness, and ‘of their assurance of 


before him, and rewar 
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that light ‘which enlightens once ‘that  intel- 
digence which existed before the’ ‘will ‘unite, and that 
‘wiidom in ‘the ‘Divine ‘economy will will 
it will, be Sbserved, and it must be obeyed ! 

“Look at pure religion ‘whenever it has had a place on ‘earls 
you will always thark’the same ‘characteristics in all its features. 


Yat trath (without ‘which ‘the: former: could not exist,) and ‘the 


‘them have always shown the same principles; and: those Shed: 
‘hot, have as uniformly ‘sought to destroy their influence. ‘Religion 
has had its friends and its’ enemies; its advocates and its opponents. 
‘But the thousarids of ‘years ‘which have tome and gone, ‘have left it 
‘€analtéred; the millions who have embraced it, and are now enjoy 

that bliss held: forth’ in its rotnises, have left its principles uncha 

‘and its influence upon the honest heart, unweakened. The many 
oppositions, which have encountered it; the millions of calumnies, the 
‘numberless feproaches, and ‘the myriads of falsehoods, have left its 


from unimpaired, its beatty untarnished, and its excellence as 
‘excellent’; while its certainty is Tie‘same, and ‘its foundation apheld 


id the hand of God! 

One peculiarity of men to-totice in ‘the ‘early part of my 
fitrrative.—So as my acquaintance and knowledge of men and 
and their history extends, it has been thé custom of every generation, 


‘or extol the acts of the former.- In this respect I wish 


it to be distinctly understood, that I mean the righteéous—those ‘to 
whom’ God communicated. his ‘will. There has ever -been an @p- 
parent blindness cominjon to men, which has hindered their disco 
‘the real worth and excellence of individuals while residing with them ; 
but when once deprived of their society, worth, and counsel,’ ‘they 


ready to exclaim, “how great and intestible: were their qualities, 


precious is their meémory.” 
"The vilést ‘and most’ corrupt are: this charge : 
the Jews; whose formér principles: had become degenerated; and 


whose religion ‘was show, were ‘that class ‘whio 
‘were ready to build and garnish the sepulchere je prophets; and 


Condemn their fathers’ for putting them ‘to imp | 


in the midst of which they ‘rose up With ote ‘cotisent, and’ 
ously and shamefully’ béetrayed, ‘and crucified the ‘Saviour ‘of the 
world! ‘No wonder'that ‘the iiitjuirer has turned’ aside’ with disgust, 
nor marvel that God has inted when! he’ ‘will sail’ the 
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the: basis of which those.of all. civilized governments are. 


Israel-forty years, and, was taken bome to receive. the reward of 

Jacob b.eould -realize his. worth... .Well,.was.the: 
asked. by our. Lord, How. can:the, chikiren.of the 
mourn: while the bridegroom. is. with them", is said, thes he 
travelled and taught, the righteous principles. of 


years, which he chose.twelve men ordain sem 


or occurrence, till 
he ‘was offered up. Yet while. he 
shall the. ys. ofthe. Son.. of 
shall, not. see. it.. .He. knew. that. calamity; would, fall 
that : and the. wrath of heaven overtake them to their. om 
throw ;-and thes pt was surrounded with arene 
we cone at. they a protector possessing Fcient 
power to lead thom pen, the of 


ince. the, ap les ‘fell a all.men.. ‘who. rofess..a. belief in the 
truth,of their fi al virtues and their. the 
It seems been. that they men of | 
Ss upon.as men of perfection, purity, and goodness,.fay 
vance of any since, So were the characters : of..the pro «Sf 

in .the..days. of these apostles.. What can be.the 

whether..a. man: died. did for sigheouanen sake the days.of 
Abel; Zacharias, John, apostles.chosen. at Jerusalem, . or 
sinee?...Is not the Hife.of.one precious. as th ober 


eviewing :the lg nd ‘of, men, in 
whenever we ‘ighteous . ng. them, past generations, 


Ro, -imperfections,. suppos 
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next 7; perbaps,..was fayeured with 
us: who. were. _ypon.the:same. es.of the 
A 
while. «4 


and: @ wine-bibber, a friend of 


» but not 


trout the wilderness; comely hair) drisk- 


‘neither wine nor 
have awakened the « 
But there was one 


man before him, for which 
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towa Tightéous in ies past. 
Tie devil P— a ‘generations, that 
Valued his ‘salvation, would be taught by, or one of 
Came iniorm on of a man; he and 
icans and sinners!” You see an 
>was wantne ‘wanti till it was found—Who 
“ac ge a man who would condescend t 
ee endure it. An ‘individual tea the doctrines: of om of | 
ven, hat that. ‘was nigh, or that it ‘had 
receiv be were atnirst he must } ar 
a eat, and if ‘he must not because he had assumed the 1 
cat, and if weary rest, the: -au- 
4 nners, and in constitution, if not in form, that all be attracted 
ol appearance, or diftere i manners com- 
.. 
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the directions ay as deliveved'to the 


them; but when one: came teaching: the same: doctrine; and 
‘the: same: would 


respect they ‘see 


awy be assigned as the cause why the memen- 
rs of: ‘truth: ‘have been'r beth.: The: multitude ‘saw 


a 


sinners 


When Joking’ over 


were given through men of imperfections, and subject to passions. 


It; is a general belief that the ancient-prophets were perfect—that no 
stain, or blemish efér appeared upon their characters while on ao 
be brought: forward by the opposeras an excuse for not believi 
The same is said of the a ; but James said that Elias fEhij 
was a man subject to. like passions as: themselves, and yet he had that 
power with God: that to his: on the 
earth by the: of three years ‘andg@ halt: & 4. 
be no doubt lwoked apo upowthe 
ancient prophets as a race any’ 
@ man must 
the: ‘Ifa: people: were 
ivate’ waiks::':The 
those: met who 
itowas red: supposed must: were as forward: to. pre- 
. seribe the rales by lawe'and 
declare ‘them 'to.be:the governing principles of 
searched the archives. of! the gem sof: bar: 
“ow will see that: I: have of the: Meni fis 
mission into outward appe 
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make a man an‘offender fora ‘for | 
ine; or: ng friendship’ so publicans 
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AF 
fom this: view hiv missionsech as none 
> 


tof men, and establish a criterion 


you with too many remarks: vpon the 


> the past, after a few Teall the 5.28 ll of a narrative vor the ‘ma | 


| upoa: subject In the'dirat; 
Advooate. an apolo y shay not be. 


try 


of a society like the one:whose hi 

Iam -about-to give to the world, are overlooked: or  lost,!and: 
buried. with:those who. were the actors, will prevent my gi thore 
and particular rellections which I have wished 
have characterized the “ Acts of the apostles,” 
Bot'such ifacts:as are within my knowledge, will.be given; without 
any reference to inconsistencies, in the minds of others, or i 

ties,'in the feelings of such as.do credence.to 


here, -as import it the 
aad establishing. istory 


4 146 0. COWBER®'s .LETWER THIRD 
» is imperfect—It required: a spdtiess is 
not 'spotiess—It required an: infinite atenement-—man:is-mortal 
béen ‘looked npon:as the worst of'men:  And:that:even: opr Saviour, 
‘the:great:Shephérd of Israel, was:mocked «nd derided,‘ and :placed 
Gna vwith the prince of devils ; and the prophets ‘and: apostles, 
‘at this day, looked upon as perfect as perfection, were: con- 
4 sid¢red the basest-of the human family by those:among whom ‘they 
q lived.:' It: is: not: rumous', -thongh - it is: wafted::by : every. gale, and 
reiterated by:-every zephyr; upon which. we are to: found our judg- 
> 
vo remark: It is known to:you, that this ohorch has suffered reproach 
and persecution, from a:majority of. mankind who. have. héard:;but a 
rumour, ‘since’ st |. you-ate also con- 
. ‘who never ‘saw. their faces,:and:much Jess 
* 


tested volumes our lives and characters. 
before’ the more than just:that a correct sccount should 
be given; ‘and: hare invariably sought to cast shade over 
g ascendency; it-is also 
‘that it shouldbe re the world ‘a: cor- 
| rect statement of events as they have x fron doe from time to times: 
Whether I in purpose. as to convinge-the 
‘of those: scurrilous: reports which Have 
dand;or even but a smail portion: of them, will be 
bette? ascertained when close than when I commence;: and 
contentte*submit it before the:candid for perusal, andbefore the Jadge 
of all ‘for ‘inspection, ‘as I most: believe that. ‘before: mam I 
must stand ‘atid answer forthe d transacted in’ this life. « 

Shoold I, however, be instr in causing a few to heat: before 
they judge, and understand ‘both sides: of this matter before they 
condemn, I shai} have the ‘satisfaction of seeing them ‘embrace it, as 
that: ‘one is ‘the ‘inevitable fruit of the: ‘other. Bate: 

that I you, in my letter pobiished in 
the first Novof the 'M ‘and: Advocate, that this hist 
nevessarily: embrace ‘the life: and character of our estee 
and brother: J.‘ one. of the of this church, and 
for information‘on that part of the subject, 1 refer you to hiscom- 
municatian of the ‘same, published in this paper.* therefore, | 
that, till come:to the-17th year:of his life. 

It is necessary to premise this account by the situation: of 
the'public mind ‘relstive'to'religion, at this time: One Mr. ‘Lane, a 
residing’ Elder of the Methodist church, visited Palmyra, and vicinity. 
‘Lane -was'a talented man ‘a good share of ‘literary _ 
endowments; and apparent ‘humility. “There was a great 
of excitement raised ‘on: the : subjeck of religion, and much‘¢ 
the word of ‘life.’ “Late additions were made to the Methodist; Pres- 
byterian, and ‘Baptist: churches.—Mr. Lane’s manner of communica- 
tion was peculiarly calculated to. awaken the intellect of*the hearer, 
and arouse the: sinner to ‘look about: hinr for safety——much goott 
struction was ‘drawn fron: his discourses on’ the 
‘in others, our brother's became awakened: 


jo ‘(10 
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nsion o was «by: 4 
Pacing aracters o i 
of that apparent ‘union nic? 
ax 
‘ 


yonesister nnd: Iwo of 
ded: to unite-with the P 
This opportunity: for. further reflection; and-as will be seen in the 
Hore, @ foundation, or was one means of laying a foundation for 
the, altestation of the truths, contained in that 
recerd called. the word of 
jsAfter strong one of thosa different: 
ciaties, and sesin ting: disp@sition manifested 
with equal his was led: 4o more: seriously 
contemplate the importance of.a move of this kind. To profess Godli- 
ness without its) benign influence upon. the heart, was thing: s0 
foreign from his: feelings, that his-spirit was not at rest day nor night. 
To unite with-a ‘society pr g:to-be-built upon the ‘sure 
foundation; and that profession ‘a-vain one, was calculated, in its 
very nature, the more it was the more:to arouse the 
mind to the serious consequences of moving hastily, in a course fraught 
with:eternal realities. To say he was right, and still be wrong, could 
not profit; and amid so many, some must be built upon the sand. - 
In-this situation: where could he go? Jf he went to.one he:was told 
they were right, and all others were w If to another,the same 
was-heard-from ‘those: All professed to be the. true church; and if 
nat, they were certainly hypocritical, Saar if Lam “with 
$s of religion, and enquite of my tencher whether it is correct, 
‘he.informs me that he is certain, he acknowledges :at once 
that is teaching without authority, 
professed a degree of authority or. preference i in consequence 
: of, age et right, and tha ses sin was without -evidence, it was in- 
sufhicient:to. convince a mind once aroused to that degree of determi: 
natien which -at that tine operated upon him. And ‘upon: farther 
that the Saviour had said that:the gate was straight:and.the 
“ ‘Way Perrow that leads to life eternal, and that few ‘entered ‘there;.-and 
thatthe way. gas broad, and the gate wide which leadeth to destruction, 
sho its current, a proof frem ‘some source was 
settle the mind and igive ‘pesee to the. 
but that the. men | 


| 
ay Fa the brief manner in 
nm 
of 
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& am are wrong——was 
: 
y | WO. Of. rance-whicnh the Lord Jé 
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this Since then yours of ‘Christmas hasbeen ‘received. 
was‘not my ‘wish to’-be understood that: I could ‘rlot:give' the-leading 
items of vecturrénce; at least ‘so iter as would ‘effect 
my duty to my: fellow-men,: in@uch’as contained i 
upon the: of aud’ an would veoder’ 

but as there are, ine great ‘house; many: vessels; so’ in: the’ 
a work of this ude, many items which' would be 


amagnit 
those who-follow; are forgotten. In-fact, I deem every: 
of the ‘Holy Spirit, dietating the’ hearts of the’ saints’ in’ the: 
be of importance, and thi is one reason why Tp 


ana 

shar’ mentioned the time of a teligious extite- 

nent; in: and vicinity to have been ‘in'the:17th year‘of ur 

not: déern be: to write further Gn’ the of 
this excitement.’ It is doubted by many whether any real-or 
good ever resulted from such excitements, while others advoente’ | 


ot 


6 mind is: easily called up to reflection upon 


eep importance, nen it is just that it should be; but there:is'a regret 
‘the heart: when we consider the deep thousands, 
who are‘lead away with a vain imagination, ora inidlees hope, "no 
better than the idle wind or the spider’s web. tks 
But if others were not benefited;:our: brother. forward 
and strengthened in the determination to know for :binwself‘of the 
certainty and reality of pure and ‘holy religion —Annd-#¢ only netes- 
for me‘to'say, that while: this he continued 
to call upon the Lord in secret ‘fall: manifestation of ‘divine ap- 
and for,:to him, the ‘all important information, if-a. 
did ‘exist, to shave an ‘assurance that -he was accept 
 This,'most assuredly, was correct—it ‘was ‘right, “Lord 
has said, long‘since, and his‘word remains steadfast, that to hit whe 
knocks it'shall: be open ea 
a humble 
most pure of all fountain 
a thirsty sul, is a 


never. 
come ve'to 


» 
149 
< 
x 
4, 
~ 
‘ 
RY, 
Xs 
ag 
Pe 
> 
Ra 
> 
= 
4 
were weary, W call upon ‘hit. 


0. COWDERY'# LETTER FOURTH 


send the isame abroad, under. any other consideration, than that who- 
ages.of or while.there was-a sinner upon his-footstool, 

base pacred and important. promises in our day 
89: being: given, either to or ina. tive form, and 


require. notwithstanding: they..are as 
according to 


and ‘are meant to 

feading, as those passages which teach ue of the ¢reation 
Sa the. of with its Maker. to: ‘bring, its 
to: rocead with my. narrative:; 

evening of th e so of September, 1823, previous. to: retir- 

ing'4e-rest, our brother's mind was unusually wrought up on.the sub- 
jent which had so.long agitated his mi heart-was .drawn out 
in. fervent prayer, and his whole soul was 0. lost to everything ofa 
temporal nature, that earth, to him, had lost its charms, and ial he 
desived was to -be. red in heart to.commune with’ some ‘kind 
messenger who could communicate the desired of 
his.nceeptance with God. 
At length the family retired, and he, as ‘usual, bent bis: way, though 
im-silence, where others might have rested their weary frames “ locked 
fastin sleep’s embrace:;” but repose had fied, and accustomed slum- 
ber, died. spread her. refreshing. hand over others beside him—he 
‘continued: still to-pray—hbis beart, though once hard and obdurate, 


was as though the house was filled with consumi 
This sudden of 


‘bsightness of, the sun, as I have. shove 
bean additional of. accompanying this, personage, 
which shone with an of which he-was 
bis ‘countenanon wise as ‘lightening; yet it 
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situa 
% rte $€ 4 , 
Won: unnumbered—how many or how few 
Is NE m me; Dut. it must have 
‘ 
4 ef. OF. tweivea. _fater, as noise and. of 
= family, is since ceased.—W hile contiauiag. in 
¥ eageave to exercise faith .in the. scriptures,.on ;a. a 
‘Ol purer far more 
& tien, 36 
= 
wig 
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fact where angels 


or appearance is the one, to which 18 ‘refer, when Tsay that it; 
task to describe their.glory. 
it m be well to relate the particulars as far 
_statare of this personage was a ize of. 
| his garment was perfectly white, and had the 
Thoug h was ‘banished: from his Heart yet hie surprise was no 


‘to deliver.a apecial. and wi 
ness to him that. alas wor td that 
heard; and that the scriptures ulfilled,. whic 

wo to. 


has chosen the foolish . things sonfound., the. thi 
which are. mighty ;. base things of the things which 
are despised, as God chosen ;.yea, and 


things which are, that. no should. glory in, his 
a mar- 


presence. . Therefore, says the -Lord,.1 will proceed Y-do 
_vellons work among this people,’ 
wonder; the! wiedom of their wise 


éven .a marvellous. work’ 
‘to 


- This cannot be co sht about until fire: certain p 


are accomplished, for so has the ‘Lord purposed in 
He has therefore chosen you:as an instrument in his hand: 


which shall his. ant, hin: strange act, cod 
rk ‘anda wonder. | Wherever’ the--dotind shall 


ears mento tingle, and wherever it shall be 
proglaimed,. 
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was of a innecent and appearance, s0 much so, that 4 
every fear was banished from thes heart, and nothing but. calmness 
It is no easy task .to describe the. appearance. of a. messenger from 
perishable. clay,. whe. is: capable to. do this.work... To be sure, the 
learn as they we from 
John’s description anted 4 
as. most glorious acre: 
a 
scriptures we hs and 
conversed with r wf the j 
individuals, to endure their presence; and others Where their glory 3 
4 
| 
a 
4 
which he. made. with. his ancient. sz 
must come to a knowledge of the dmg and own that Messiahjwhem ay 
their fathers rejected, and with them the fulness of the Gentiles be | 
420° 4 
whose. hands itis carried;.. Therefore, marvel not 
your name is made a derision, and had as a by-word among such, * - 


o. 


if you are the instrumént'in ‘bri 
‘of 


i ‘it, by” ‘the: to the 
He then proceeded and ‘gave a general 


th 


fathers) gave to of the 


‘He said this 
far’from that place, and that it was our brother’s pHMsge, if obedient 
to the commandments’ the Lord, to ‘obtain, ‘and ‘translate ‘the 
same by the ‘means of the’ Urim and - ‘Thummim, which were de- 
posited for that putpose with the record. “agate 
Yet,” said he, “ the scripture must be fulfilled before j it ated, 
which ‘says that ‘the words of a ‘book, which were ‘sealed,“were pre- 
sented to the learned; for ‘thus has God determined to leave men — 
without excuse, and show to the meek” ‘that his arm is not shortened 
that it Cannot save.” 

OA part of the: book wits sealed, ee was not to be opened yet. “The 
sealed part, said he, contains the same revelation which ‘was given to 
John upon the isle of Patmos, and when the people of the ‘Lord are 
pre red; and found worthy, then it will be unfolded: unto them. 

oo subject of bringing to light the unsealed part of this record, 
Beprop to gay, that our brother was expressly informed, that 
with'an eye single to the glory of i if this considera- 
'gharacterize all his proceedings'in ‘relation to: it, the 
iid overcome him, or at least prevent his making 
ciency’ § glorious work which he otherwise would. 
describing: the place where’ the record was deposited, he 


gute & minute relation-of it, and the vision of ‘his’ mind being o 


at the same time, he was permitted to ‘view it vibes ‘and previously 
being ‘acquainted with the place, he was able ‘to follow the direction — 
of ‘the vision, afterward, according to the voice of the ‘angel, and ob- 
the book. 

for the Present as ever, yout brother 
in nt 


donde of the angel, where he communicated to our*brother—thet his 

sitis ‘were forgiven, and that he was‘ called of the’ Lord’to 
‘the: gift it , important ‘intelligence, ‘an 

the f God the foolish: thinge of honey 

h vare ‘despised, God has chosen }” ‘This; 1 con- 

en Important itom—Not and "noble; re 
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as.it form: 
be 


he uttere ab the gaining 

Since writing the it would, perhaps, 

more.fult.on. this. important subject, as well 

a deep interest in the accomplishment,of the purposes of 

, in his. work in. the last. days, is. consistent, we view. 
lly, what is recorded of; their. sayings in the holy Seriptares., .... 
will remember to have. in. dat time, 


or the children of thy people ;”.and also in 


that singular expression in Lea 
And then let me ask nine quéption 
yey the angels now in glory, the former, proph 
of God? Secondly: Are brethren. of those w 


escension enough 


_Foorthly Ifa gels are. ministering 
or those. ts heirs.of salvation, wi 
those heirs and fifth » if they 

~Sixthly: Will Mi archangel, the 
| in the last. ay for Israel ? Seventhly:. 


e reasoning is so plain, and so.many might be brought, 


. 4 | 


ther oe may be. aven: the oberon 


will he: Jead them, as were once led; and 
ninth, if wil be seen? bare 


in nt ay: &O m7 4 
the Lord and follow. the,.teachings of always was A 
he. Weare as the filth: of: 
am aware, that aren Of at. day, is 
as inconsistent with a. portion.of man WOS, au 
Il the boast of th i thoi t t 
a is wise genera ion 9 . 
but ; unifo ity te one is led e 
u Te.16.a Tmiy so com 3 
* a 
to. rejoice that it is so 
In last I ve an imperfect descriptio of es ; 
im he angel, and was 
JULIE GU AU oie Bs, | ott: 
a 
sent forth.to muinisie 
they not minister for : 
— 
ta ney 
rej before :the, fall. 
he oreat planof . or the. fall. of man 4 
tion of the human family. as precious, in. 
time as. at: ry the came 
4 - 
> 


sins and for their redemption. 
it not been for this’ plan of Goa devised 
the fall, man must have remained miserable . for ever, ‘after’ trans: 
gressing the’ first commandment, because in Cot ince’ of ‘that 
transgression-he had’ rendered himself unworthy of his 
Maker. ‘He béing ‘therefore cast out, the gospel’ ‘Was Fyrotched; ‘and 
= hope of eternal life‘ was set before’ him, by’ ‘the of 
s who delivered it‘as they were 
tS ot only did the ancients look forward to the ‘time of the comi 
of the Messiah'in the flesh, with delight, but there was ‘another 
for which they sought and for which they prayed. Knowing, as they 
‘did, that ‘thet fall ‘had brought upon’them death, and that ‘nan was 
sengual: ‘and’evil, they longed for‘a'day when the earth might again 
rest, and appear as in the beginning—whlien evil’ might be unknown 
up “ite face, and ‘ail creation’ enjoy” one undisturbed ‘peace 


he being sough for ia faith, it pleased the Lora to covenant with 
a roll: on Big purposes unti 8 ng it to pass— 
were to be gathered to rs fathers, yet the 
ea those who ‘should, in their lives, ‘embrace the gospel, a atid 
its ‘Fise ‘and mberit it lime 


Gene to ‘time ‘the: faithful ‘servants the’ 
endeavored to ‘raise up's who 


when'the whole earth with 
Moses ‘labored diligently to effect ‘this ‘obj Bat consequen 
thet rebellions of the children of Israel, 
in his wrath that they ‘should not énter into his: rest ; ‘and’ 
of this ‘decree, and: their transgressions 
‘stattered’ to the ‘for winds, “and ‘are ‘thus ‘to's 
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4 being thus given, meh were enabled.to lodk forwa the'zime 
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4 y to 
s rest red tor the righteous ;) Dut were not’ a to 
sanctify’ that they ‘could endure ‘the' ‘presence ‘Lord 
were 
of 
SE 
«if 
> 
tse, 
Py rem nant “of them: the “was 4 essiah in 
‘they rejected -his voice; it Whis ‘dail 


theg nail bo enfo--that Gost hae 
with their fat 


Agpin scattered ‘their land to be wasted and their beautiful 
down of the. time should -be 


postles at Jerusalem, 


to be understood, ha bmn bid ftom the sand, of 
the honest have been lead by the designi » til} 


because: ye' will do evil. the sight ofthe Lor 


> 
sins, De saved-—1o Geciare tnat this wa On y sure founda- 
to. 
i 
fi i 
In the last days, to fulfil the promises ancient s, when 3 
sracl. is gospel has been perverted and men have wandered in ; 
‘ 
‘to 
a% 
is y filled; and: that: nay. be prepared before their 
@ 
4 
G 


Lord fortelte al: their: 


Srey both the young man end gin, 
of ty hairs.” 
after all this, he will jedge their ‘and’é 

sword shall devour flesh.” 

After alt this—after Israel has been restored, ad his 
entities’ have also been’ chastised, the Lord ‘sa sdys: 
nations, ‘with his ‘avenge the ‘of 
and will render ven to his adversarios, and will be merciful 
wilt give firther down of the p hailed, 

r promises to flerenfter, as 
‘Accept asmurance of my esteem as ever: 


gave, in a few words, on as 

hites was communicated to our. brother, and: in conse- 
subject of the: _and'that of the gathering of Israel’s 
being so connected, I fou dit) difficult to , “ar one without 
this. may. not;-be- im 
dent, that. ‘the Lo rd. has decreed. to. bring. 
gospel: in’ the: last: days;. so gathering prepara. 


tery. work, and the other.is to follow ip quick:succession: 
so much..im importance, and-of so deep interest: to the 
saints, I ‘have: best to to give a farther detail of :the::heavenly 


message, and if I do net: give it in the precise: wo 
ends, 
David noise unto Lerdsails 

Serve the: Lord with gladnessi: salle bade, 
his | ae with This he said in viewsof: be 
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the Lord, for:he is good: For his 


3. ond Ie ‘way that they might go'to the 


show! to the} prophet, that the ri teous should 
jo Garth; ‘Hel knew that the chil ‘of Israel 
the right hand of the Lord, and px | to 
snaan, they were rebellious in The desert, 
) | : were not gathered from the east, the 
west, the north and the at they at that a : for it was clearly mani- 
fested that the Lord himself would prepare a habitation, even as’ he 
said, when he would lead them toa city'of refuge. In 
saw a promise for the righteous, [see cxliv Ps.] when the he 
_ delivered from those who o them, and frame the hand of arehke 
children, ras the enemies of the Lord; that their sons should be like : 
plants gro in their ‘youth, and their daughters like corner-stones, _ a 
e of a ce. ‘Tt'is then the 
sons aughters a prophesy, old men dream dreams, a 
men sec visions. At tbat ti time the garnets of the righteous oats 
full, affording all manner of store. It was while contemplating this 
time, and viewing this happy state of the righteous, that he farther 
says: The Lord shall reign forever, even thy’ God,’ 0 Zion, unto all 
tions—Praise ye the Lord ! 


Isaiah, who was on the earth at the ‘ties ‘the tribés of Israel 
were led away captive from the land of Canaan, was shown not-only 
their -calamity and affliction, but the time ‘when they were to be 
delivered: After reproving for their corruption’ and bliniiness,, 
he prophesies of their dispersion. | He says, Your country ig desolate, 
your cities are burnt with ‘fire: Your and, rangers devour‘it in’ 
and it is thus made desolate; ing overthrown by’ 
aHe further says, while of the iniquity of 


mighty One ‘of Aby 
will-ea of m r enetniés. 


acting. 


* 
‘of: the Lord say-s0, whom: ron the 
tbe-west ; from: ‘and. the south. They wa 
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tg 
one loves gilts, and follows alter rewards: judge not the fathe 
* 
bis afflicting as fd by the mouth of Mose 
afflicted with 4 * 
of upon ; with the of: 0 | a 
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Iortch says the Lord by the moath of the rn The da ill 
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nia ropheoy c oncerning Jaracly, ls. them 

t w be done ral in the last for thus, j it- is writien:: 

ba word that Isaiah :the.son. of Amas .saw. epaeerning 
Fis And. to. pass if the lastdays, that thé#noun- 
oF be established. in 
lted above the hills ;-—and nil-nations shall flew 

many p e shall go and say, Come ye and Jet us 

@ mountain of the Lord, the. house of the God of Ja 

us of. bia ways walk in his paths: for 

Zion forth. tes aw,;and. thy word of the. Lord from 

jadge. among the. nations, and. shall rebuke 

they 


all beat their swords into plough shares, and 
hoaks:; nations; shall. not. lift ‘Up. the swerd 
alli theyJeara war. any more, the Lord 


fh ‘upon 


And, there shall bea taber- 
rom: the heat,.and fer.a place of 
and a covert storm and from-rain.. And his people 
dwell safely, they shall the land forever, even: the. land 
ch was promised to their fathers. for, an -everlasting. inheritance : 


over them, t 


land of Egypt: «which, the ord, 


t this shal] be the covenant that I will make. with the-house of 
those days, says tho teria od int their in- 


the, glory. shall he a defeneeyeor 
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builded the palace shall remain after te 
manner thereof. “And out: of-them shail tha 
the voice of ‘them that make :merry will multiply them 
aleo ‘glorify them and they shall net be 
“ Their children also shall be as aforetime; and their Congrega- 
tion pena be established before me, and I will punish all. that oppress 
them. © “Their nobles shall be of themselves and their governor shall 
proceed, the sides of chem. 
sine, Who Lord, will 1%. the God of all the 
‘ of Israel, and people; I will 
gather them from-the coasts of th® earth; 


fom 
fromthe ‘north country, a 
{ will say to the’ north; Give up,‘and to the south, keep not bach:— 


| ‘my ‘sons“from afar, and my daughters from the ends of 
And in those days, and at that time, says the Lord, 
_ Israel and Jadah have been driven and scattered, they shall come ‘to- 
they shall. for with supplications will I 
them: they shall go and seck rd. their God. They shall ask 
_ the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, and say, Come, and let 
us joia oureelves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be 
eo es d watchmen vpon Mount Ephraim shall:say, Arise, and 
jo Zion, unto the holy Mount of the Lerd: our God; for 
wi and us to in his That 
‘way for this: to be’ aceoniplished, ma repared, 
will utterly destroy the tongue of Eeyption sve, with his 
wind shake his hand over the river and smite it in its seven streams, 
of ry-shod. And there shall be a high-way. for 
remnant of ‘which shall be, from Assyria ; ; like as i was 
to Israel when ap ouf of: the land of 
And:thys shall Israel come: not a: dark corner o the earth “shall 
unexplored, nor an island ofthe seas be left without being visited; 
for as the Lord has removed them into all corner#-of the earth, he 
wilb eause his ‘merey to be as abandantly in their gather- 
ing: wrath f% their dispersion, until thered 
to the'éovenant: He’will, as he said by the prophet, send for 
they shall fish them; and after send for many hunters, who 
shall:tont them ; not as their enemies have to afflict, but with glad 
gretit joy, with a message of peace,and a ‘call for their retum. 


inkl -witt come to pass: that though the: House for pole, 


Lord, bowed down’ and: worshi 
id been east out! before the 
pord whembe cals 
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ee _ inspiration. There is another item I wish to notice on the subject of | 
’ - ‘Visions. ‘The spirit you know, searches all things, even the deep 


‘aad..go'much may be shown and-made 
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fulfilled in the last days, is not only. for, the beneGt of Israel, but the 
Gentiles, if they will repent and embrace the. gowpel, for they are:to 
be. remem also in the same covegant, and age to be fellow. heirs 
with the.seed of Abraham, inasmuch as theygm@e so by faith—far 
God ,is-no | ter of pereons. This was shown to Mosés, when 
he wrote—Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people! = > 
consequence of transgression of the Jews. at the coming of 
the Lord, the Gentileg were called into the -kingdom, and for this 
obedience, are to be favoured with the or in its fulness first, in the 
last days; for it is written. ‘The first shall be last, and the last first. 
Therefore, when the fulness of the l, as was preached by the — 
righteous, upon this land, shall come forth, it shall be declared to the | 
‘Feats first, and whoso will repent shall -be delivered, for they shall 
Gnderstand the plan of salvation and restoration for Israel, as the Lord 
manifested to the ancients. They shall be baptized with water and with 
the Spirit—they shall lift up their hearts wit poy and gladness, fcr the 
time of their redemption shall also roll on, and for their obedience to the 
faith they shall see the house of Jacob come with great glory, even 
with. songs of everlasting joy, and with him partake of salvation. -— 
_» Therefore, as the time draws near when the sun is to be darkened, 
the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, the Lord will 
bring to the knowledge of his people -his commandments and statutes, — 
that‘ they may be prepared to stagd when the carth shall reel to and 
fro.as.a.drunken man, earthquakes cause the nations to tremble, and 
the destroying angel goes forth to waste the inhabitants at noon-day : 
for so great:are to be the calamities which are. to. come upon 
inhabitants of the earth before the coming of the Son of Man the 
second time, that whoso is not prepared cannot abide; but such as 
are found faithful, and remain, shall be gathered with his people and 
caught up to meet the Lord in pharielned, and so shall they inherit 
Ihave now eee you a rehearsal of what was communicated to — 
our brother, when he was directed to go and obtain the record of the 
Nephites. I may have missed in arrangement in some instances, 


but.the principle is preserved, and you will be able to bring 


forward abundance of corroborating scripture upon the subject of the | 
gospel and of the gathering. You are aware of the fact, that togive 
a. minute Tehearsal of a lengthy interview with a erin ger, 
is very difficult, unless one is assisted immediately with the: gift of 


things of God. When God manifests to his servants those things that 
are.to.come, or those which have. been, he does it them 


byisthe, power of that Spirit which comprehends all things, always; 
de. perfectly plain to 


standing in.a short time, that to the world, who. are oecupied all their 
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it false. You will undorstaiitl thery by this, that while those gk 


bei vision was also: 
ted and understand 


th be And if fact way keowa, be found, that ofall 
avenly communications to the aticients, we have no miore’in 
Po the alphabet to a quarto vocabulary. It is said, and 
I be believe the account, that the Lord showed the brother of Jared 
[Moriancumer] all things which were to transpire from that day’ to 
the end of the earth, as well as those which had taken place/” I 
believe that Moses was permitted to see the same, as the Lord caused 
them to pass, in vision before him as he stood upon the: mount; I 
believe that the Lord Jesus told many thi sit to his apostles which are 
- not written, and after his asecnsion unfolded all ‘thi — them ; I 
believe that’ Nephi, the son of Lehi, whom ‘the*Ze — of 

Jerusalem; saw the same; I believe that the: twelve eve open 

nerit, whom the Lord chose to preach his gospel; e came 


to manifest to this branch of the house of tertely that he ‘had other 


sheep who should hear his’ voice; also: permitted to behold’ the 
same mighty nspire in visien before their eyes; and 
that the angel Moroni, whose words I have been’ rehearsingy 
the: ‘of the record: of the Neplhiites, ig this 
age, saw also, beforé he hid’up the same unto the Lord, great and 
marvellous: things, which were to transpire when the sate should 
come: forth} and Fialso believe, that God will’ give fine upon ‘line, 

, ‘to’ his ‘saints, until all’ things will, be 
un hem, and: ‘they ween sanctified: and brought into the 
Celestial glory, where tears will be wiped from all faces, and sighing 
and sorrowing flee away ! 

May’ the: Lord you from évil and reward you for 
all: urafflictions, and crown you in’ his kingdom. Amen. 


Accept, ‘as ever, assurances of the esteem of your 
anworthy ‘brother in the gospel.” 


Zist of Sept 
ave an outline of conversation ofthe 
‘ofthe: promises -arid covenants to Israel, 
vor tothe world itt theushering ia: 

the gospel, to he tie 
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to favoured descendant of the father of te the 
faithful in dreams, a in them. the Lord. fulfilled 
the.one of which I have been . ing is what 

called an open vision. And tho . it was in the night, yet it Piead 
adream. There is no room for.conjecture in this matter, andtotalk 
of deception would be to sport with the commonsense of every 
who knows when he is. awake, when he. sces and when he dose 


lage deceived. in the fact that, 2. being. of coms 
kind appeared to. him; and that it was an heavenly one, the: fulfil- 
meant-of his words so minutely, up to this time, .in addition to the truth _ 
and word of salvation which has been developed to this generation, — 

in. the book of Mormon, ought to.be conclusive evidence to. the mind 
of.every man whois privileged to.hear of the same. He was awake, 
oor in solemn prayer, as you will bear in mind, when the angel made 
2+ fgom that glory which surrounded him, the room was 
toa brilliancy, so that darkness wholly disappeared: he 
ia his words with his ears, and received a joy and happiness in- 
degeribable by hearing that his own sins were forgiven, and his former 
ans ions to be remembered against him..no more, if he then con- 
| to walk.before the Lord accord to his 
He. also, saw. him the ligh glory withdraw, lea 


soul of man to t— fas 


Far from this ; for the vision was renewed twice: before morning, 
unfolding farther and still father the mysteries of godliness and those 
‘things'to come., In the morning he went to his labour nekien 3 
the vision of the heavenly messenger was renewed, instructing — 
him. to go immediately and view those things of which he had been 
*: SEiapeeadens with a promise that he should obtain them if he followed 
went with an eye to the - of God. 
Repeelinati-be repaired to the place which had deseribed. 
Bat itis to give the express ietractions of 
prone to object: of this work in w our brother 
had:now. was to remember that it.was the work ofthe 
the. (ribo of Joospiy | itshoul 


ay 
- 
a 
‘g 0. 
: i to be I i this: Vision. ba 
ag 
warned. ia ad 
men were wa a: dream ‘not to return 
4 
bet 
a 3 
- 
¥ 
ore 
2 
+4) 
ARs 
By 
> 
> 


God; andy the welfare and restoration: of the house of 


‘will: then, that no motive..of. a pecuniary, or 
: nature, was to be suffered to take the lead of the heart of the 
man.thus favoured. The allurements of vice, the contaminating in- 
flaeace. of wealth, without the direct guidance: of the. Holy. Spirit, 
must have no place in the heart nor sufferhd.to take-froen 
the glory the Lord, follow. 
intment and reproof would most assu 
, as we could naturally expect, t 
via Was mind, with . of th 
or aveniy messenger; but again @ 
would start mind: on the prospects of 
ble treasure—one in all:human probability sufficient to raise him 
above a level with the common earthly fortunes of his fellow men, 
and relieve his family from want, in which by mislortune and sickness 


they: were placed. 
-It is very natural to su that the mind would revolve upon those 
scenes which had those who had acquired. a:déttle of 


this world’s goods, by industry and economy, with the. blessings of 
health or friends, or by art and intrigue, from the pockets of the 
laborer, or the widow and the fatherless, had passed: by with a te 
neck and a cold heart, scorning the virtuous becaugé they were ge 
ew over those who were subjected to suffer the miseries 
. Alternately did ‘the, with. a.swift reflection of the words of the 
holy messenger,—“Remember, that he who does this work, whois 
thus: favored of the Lord, must do it with his eye single-to the glory: 
of the same,and the welfare and restoration of the scattered. rem-) 
nants of the house of Israel”——rush-upon his mind with 
of.electricity. Here was a struggle indeed ; for when. he 
reflected. upon his errand, he knew that if God did not give, he ould 
not obttin; and again, with the thought or hope of obtaining, his _ 
mind ‘would be carried back to its former reflection of povert , ahase, 
—-wealth,: grandeur: and. ease, until before 
described, this wholly occupied his desire; and when he thought | 
the fact:ef what was previously shown him, it was only wilt) 
assurance that he obtain, and accomplish his desire in 
himself.and.friends from want. 
history: of the inhabitants whee this continent, 
to its being discovered to Europeans by 
man; and'as it-would develope the im 
were of ar 
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with erness, e income willbe 
mine. ‘Enough to raise the expec:ations of any likeinexperie: 
pléced ‘im similar circumstances. But the important. pointig this 
matter is, that man does not see as neither are his purposes 
like*his.: The small things of this life with 
sabvation and eternal life. | 
to say that-such were his dering his walk 
of from two to three miles: the. distance from his father’s house te 
the place pointed out. And to use his own words it seemed as thet 
two’ invisible powers were aca or striving to. influence his 
mind—one with the reflection that if he obtained the object: of his 
uit, it would be through the mercy and condescension of the Lord, 
and that every act or performance in relation to it. must be in‘strict 
accordance with the instruction of that personage who com#iunicated 
the intelligence to him first ; and the other with the thoughts and-reflec- 
tions like thosc previously mentioned—contrasting his former and 
present circumstances in life with those to come. That precious in- 
straction recorded on the sacred page-~pray always—which was 
expressly impressed upon him, was at length entirely forgotten, and 
as pee y remarked, a fixed determination to obtain and aggran- 
If, oceupied his when he arrived at the where 
record was found. 
now give some description of the place where, and the 
manner in which these records were deposited. 
You are acquainted with the mail road from Palmyra, Wayne Co. to 
_ Cahandaigua, Ontario Co. N. Y. and.also, as you pass from the former 
‘tothe latter place, before arriving at the little village of oe say 
from three‘to ‘four, or about four miles from‘Palmyra, you passa large 
 hilhon the-east side of the road. Why I say large, is, because it is as 
= large perhaps, as any in that country. -To’a person acquainted ‘with 
a this road, a description would be unnecessary, as-it is the largest and: 
rises the highest of any on that route. The north end rises quite sudden 
until it assumes level with the more southerly extremity, Fthink 
say an clevation higher than at the ‘south a short distance, sa = 4 : 
“huifor three fourths of a mile. As you pass toward Canandaigua it 
beso radually until the surface assumes its common level, or 
| keh by ‘other smaller hills or ridges, water courses and ravines. « 
thie justified in saying that t is isthe highest hill for 
tance roufd, and I am certain that its appearance, as it tises #0" 
ward froma the north, must vattract =e notice of 
pastes 
mile rises ‘another of less height, r 
— the former, leaving’ @ beautiful vale between. The 
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that» hetd; ‘between these cutive “power and ‘nationgl. 
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ermon’s account of the siru 
were. encamped -round this hill {It. is printed 
Camorah,. which .is..an error.}° In this valley; fell the. remaining 
strength ard pride of a once.powerful people, the Nephites—once so 
y: of the but at. time. in darkness, doomed to 
r.extermination by. the hand of their barbarous-and uncivilized 
brethren. From the top: ‘of this hill, Mormon, witha few othersafer 
mete, gazed with horror upon the mangled remains of those who, 
e day before, were filled with anxiety, hope or doubt. A few had 
fled to: ‘the South, who were hunted down bythe victorious party, and 
all. who would not deny the Saviour and his religion, were: put to death. 
Mormon - if, monprnng to the record of his son Moremi: was 
also.slain. 
But a long time previous to this national disaster it appears fom 
his.own account, he foresaw approaching destruction. Io fact, if he 
rused the records of his fathers, were in .his possession, 
could..have learned that such would be the case. Alma, who lived 
before the coming of the Messiah, prophesies this.. He howevery: 
appointment, abridged from these records, in- his own: style 
age, a short account of the more important and prominent 
Ahe days of Lehi to his own time,. after. which. he 
leposited, as he says, on the 529th page, all the records in this same 
hill, Cumorah, and after gave his small record to his son Moroni, who, 


as. appears from the same, after witnessing the extinction of 


his people as a nation. __. 
_It was not the wicked who overcame the righteous : far Scam, thlas 


it was the wicked against the wicked, and by the wicked the wicked 
were punished. The Nephites who were once enlightened, had ‘fallen 
from a-‘more elevated standing as to favour and privilege before the 
Lord, in aay cage of the righteousness of their fathers, and now 
falling below, for such was actually the case, were suffered to. be 
overcome, and the land was left to the possession of the red men, 
who, were without intelligence, only in the affairs of their.wars; an@ “* 
having no records, only preserving their history by. tradition from: , 
father to son, lost the account of their true origin, and wandered from ~ 
river to river, from hill to hill, from mountain to mountain, from sea » 
to: $ea; till the land was again peopled, in a measure, by a rude, wilds 
resenansd warlike and barbarous race. Such are our Indians. 
This. hill, by the: Jaredites. was called Ramah: by it, or 
the army. of. Coriantumr pitched their tent. . Coriantu 
the. last king of the Jaredites. The opposing army were.to:ie. 
and in this same valley, and near by, from day to da; , did. that mighty 
spill their blood, in wrath, contending as it were, brother against 
inst;son. tn this same 
the-top of this same ‘hill, one — gaze with asto 
d which was twice covered with the dead and dying of of our 
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0. COWDERY’S LETTER EIGHTH 
fellow-men. ws be'seen were once sunk’to the Wide 
and strength of two: ty nations; and here ne be: emplater 
in*enlitude, while nothing but the faithfal tecord of Moritén end: 
foni is:now extant to inform us of ithe factyscenes- of misery’ ‘tind 
distress—the aged, whose silver locks in’ other places and @t 
command reverence} the mother, ‘who in other 
would be'gpared from violence: the infant; whose tender tie: 
be regarded. and listened to witha feeling: of GOmpassion 
ress ; and the virgin, whose grace, beauty end todesty, ‘world 
be. esteemed and held inviolate by@ll good’men and enlightened’ and 
civilized nations, alike @jsrezarded and treated ‘with scorn! In’ 
did the ‘hoary head and man of gray hairs ask for mercy; in vain 
- themother plead for compassion ; in vain did the helpless and Mini 
peed infant weep for very anguish, and in vain did the virgin seek to 
5a the rathless hand of revengeful foes and demons in haman form 
all alike were trampled down by the feet of the strong, and son the 
ss of battle and war! Alas, who can reflect ‘upo' 
‘struggles of great and populous nations, sinking dust 
ehand of justice and retribution, without weeping over the cor 
tion“ofithe human heart, and-sighing for the hour when the clangor 
arms shall no more be heard, nor the calamities of contending armies 
no more edperience for a thousand vears? Alas,'‘the calamity of 
war, the cxtinction of nations, the ruin of kingdoms, the‘ fall ‘of. or. - 
pires and the dissolution of governments! “O the misery, distress — 
and‘evil attendant on‘these! “Who can contemplate like scenes ‘with- 
out sorrowing, and who so déstitute of commiseration as not te be 
that man has fallen so low, 50 far beneath the Leconte in whieh 
“En this vale lie commingled, in one mass of ruit “the 
oad in this vale was destined to contume the: fair forms: apd 
of tens of @housands of the race—blood mixed 
flesh with flesh, bones with bones, and dust with dust! With 
the-vital spark which:enimated their clay had fled, each tifeless 
Jay on one common level—cold and in imate, - ‘Those bosoms wi ch 
had burned with rage against each other for ‘real:or supposed injory, 
ceased to héave with malice ; those which a few 
“moments before ‘nerved -with strencth, had become paralyzed, 
and these hearts which find been fired with Tevehge, hnd' now 
beat, and the hgad ‘téthink—in silence, in solitude, and in dis 
they*ave'leng since turned to’ earth, to ‘their mother dust, 
the auge ‘hour, when the tramp of the Ben ot 
‘and ‘re-echo from the skies, and they’ corte’ 
and immortnlized, to not only stand te 
bat cate of him ‘whois once by 
sent pate respect, 1 conclade by substribing m 
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country. Tt iestucsaaty to observe, that even the part cleared ‘was 


- topdown its side; and when myself visited the place in the 
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of the. and the manuer ty, 
nites fave and gust mu 


A axsed south you soon to scattering timber, 
tin orth ce having been cleared by art or by wind; and 2 short 

the hi 3 you are surrounded with the:common forest of the 


only occupied for pasturage, its steep ascent and narrow summit pot 
hi w of the husbandman, with any degree of e&se¢ 
t was/it'the second mentioned place where thé record'¥ 
to be deposited, on the west side.pf the hill, not-far fam the 
car 
there were severak..trees standing : ough to cause a shhde in sum- 
mer, but not sé much as to prevent the surface being cotergil with 
ss—which was also the case the.record was first found. 

* Whatever may be the feeling of mén on the reflection of past 
acts which have’ been performed on|certain portions or spots of this 
earth, I know not, neither does it add or diminish to nor from the 
| y subject. When Moses heard the voice of God, at the 


his shoes off-hia. feet, for the ground on which he stood was holy. The 
mame may be observed wher Joshua beheld the “Captain of the 
that mv mind was filled’ wit 


Lord’s host” by Jerico. And 
many refle ; and though 
gra de to God did I offer up the sacrifice of my heart. 
How far below thg surface these reeords wens’ placed by Moroni, 
ie am. unable to say; but from the fact that they had 
fourteen hundred years buried, and that too on she’ sido of a hill so 
‘one is réady to conclude that the on were some feet below, as 
earth would naturally wear more or less in of time. 


remove as. as two-thirds, perha 
| revent weari of the earth : probability, a8 seon as 


timber had time to. graw;the hill was coded, thee the’ Nephites were 


destroyed, and the roots of the same would hold the stirface. How. 


ever,.on, this f pint I shall leave every man to'draw his own conelusio 
and form his own speculation, : as I only promised to fio a descri 


‘Horeb, out of the burning bush, he was commandéd to take 


aot then say shoe, 


being placed toward the top of the hill, the ground would 
Bat they pl p 
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have now given s 


a singular and 


| the arrows and wea of 
breast-plate, 
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0. COWSERY’S' LETTER IGHTH 
a cient for my present purpose, to know, that such is the facts. that in 
4 _ 1823, yes, 1828, a mag with whom f have had the most intimate and 
3 pefsonal acquaintance, for almost seven years, actually discovered by 
. the vision of God, opi. from which the book - of Molinan as 
much as it is disbelicvEN was translated! Sudth is the cage, though 
4 men,tacktheir very brains to invent fulsehoads, and then waft them 
pn every breeze, to the contrary notwithstanding, 
: eis ficient on the subject of the hill Camerah—it 
4 | appearance for that country, and. must 
exci gf evety lover. of the book of Mormon: 
thot Mmmerusalem, and the sepulchre of our Lord, 
4 sheailerine. In my esfimation, certain places are déarer’to me for 
4 what they now contain than for what they Aave contained. For the 
& satisfaction of such as believe I have been thus particular, . and. to 
being a thousand times asked, more than any other 
| + gause, shall proceed dnd be as particular as herctofore, The manner 
in whichthe plates were deposited: 
a . First, a hole of sufficient depth, (how deep I know not,) was.dug, 
4 At the bottom of this was laid a stune of suitable size, the upper surface 
ing smooth. At each placed.a large quantity of cement, 
@ wdanto, thig cement, at the four edges of this stone were placed, erect, 
4 others, #heir bottom edges resting in the cement at the. outter 
a _ @dges of the first stcne.. The four last named, when placed erect, . 
“= formed a box, the coners, or where the edges of the four came.in 
Py _ Contact, were also cemented so firmly that the moisture from without | 
a was prevented from entering. ..,Jt is to be observed, also, that the inner 
4 urface of the four erect, or side stones was smooth. This box was 
. mificiently large to admit a breast-plate, such as was used by the 
a ancients to defend the chest, 
| their enemy. From the butto 
arose three'small. pillars compc 
the edges; and upon these three was placed the record 
of the children of Joseph, and of left the ‘tower far, fer 
mS before the days of Joseph, or.a sketch of each, which had it not been 
forshis, and the never failing of God, we might have 
| °° Patished in our sins, having been left to bow down before the altars 
he Gentiles and to have paid homage to. the priests of Baal! J 
nust, not. #0, say. that. this box, containing the 
overed. with stone, the bottom. bein Hat “the 
growning. But those’ three pillars were nét lengthy at 
cause the plates and the crowning stone to come in contact. Thavenow. 
ough whee, it visited by our brother, in 
crowning stone was visible above: the surface 
8 wore, copcealed, by the soil and which, 
x you will. see, that ox might have 
by Moroni at ‘ist, the time had boon. sufitient 40 wear 


th sath hat 
not eno to make a perceita rence to eu 
rful are the works of the Ai loding 
out are his ways, that ene who: trem tike- hie: holy ‘name-into 
his lips, is.left to wonder at his exact providences, and ea 
of his. purposes. in the event.of times and seasons..:-A 


sooner might have found.-even the: top stone. concealed). 


couraged:our brother from a ing to make ‘a--farther: trial; to 
obtain:this.rich treasure, for fear-of discovery; and.a few. later might 
have left the small box uncoyered,,and exposed: its valuable contents 
to the rade calculations and vain speculations of those who -neither 
understand-common language nor fear But such would have 
been contrary to the words:of the ancients and the’ promises made 
to them :: this is why Tam left to admire the works 


nd. k may 
the they would. 


~ 


| 

of the -world:. they show that all human -inventiOns-are -like vapours, 
while his word. endures forever and his promises to the last generation. 
‘Having thus:digressed from my main’ subject to: give. a few. ‘ 
for the.special benefit of ail, it will. be necessary to: return, and.pros 7 
cond as formerly if any suppose I have indulged too freely.in: 
reflections, I will only say, that it is my epinien, were ons to-haye.a, : 

ata loss where to: 3 

macin: re of the. 

ind of our. brother: 

atthe time of arriving at Camorah, on. the morning of the a 
September, 1823, after having been wrapt in ‘the visions of 7 
during:the night, and also seeing and. hearing in day ; j 

mind.of man is easily turned, if it is. not by .the G = 

of faith, and -you will remember that: 

that. two-invisible powers were operating upon his mind during _ 

walk: from:his residence to Cumorah, and -that the one: ufging’ 
 Ceptainty-of wealth and. ease in; this. life; had so powerfully: wrought - 

_ upon him that the great object so carefully and impressively named. a 

by: the: angel, had entirely gone from his recollection that:only @ fixed é 

lead into the great work.of.God, and be qualified-to perform itin-due. 

lAfter: arriving at:the repository, alittle: exertion removing: the 
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soll ftom thé edges of the top of the box, and a light pry 
his natural vision contents.’ No*éooner did he behold this sacred 
treasare*than his hopes'were renewed, and he his success 
eértain; ‘and without first take it from its long 
on there might be-somethi more, eq ually 

and to the might give others 
obtaining the which could he secure, wo 

add to his store of wealth. - These, in short, were his reflections, 
- Without once thinking of the solemn instruction of the heavenly 


to take’ ibe record @ shock was 
ducéd upon ta by an invisible ie wer, which deprived. 
measure, of his natwral-strength. desisted:for an and 
then made another attempt, but was more sensibly shockedthan: before. 
What was the occasion of this he knew not—there was the pure un- 
_ pillied-teeord, as had been described—he had heard of the power of en- 

chanhtment, and a thousand -like stories, which. ‘held: the: hidden 
supposed that physical exertion and: per- 
‘was’ only necessary to. enable him to yetobtain the 


, brought to 


his ‘strength failed him more than at either 
of the former times, and without premeditating he exelaimed, “ Wh 
Gain ‘I not obtain this book?” “Because you not kept the 
ments'of the: Lord,” answered a voice, within a seeming short dis- 
tance. | He looked ‘and to his astonishment, there stood the angel who 
had previously given him the directions this ‘In 
ing aod the dys, wore bros his minds he thought of 
ela ast were bri to his: 
time when his heart was fervent in prayer 
when his spirit was contrite, abake essenger from the 
skies unfolded the wonderful things connected reilly tds oes this record. He 
liad'come, to be sure, and found’ the word of the angel-fulfilled con- 
cerning the reality of the record, but he had failed to remember the 
end for which they had been kept, and. in consequence could 
Bot have power to take them into his: possession and: bear them 


"At that instant he looked to the Lord in prayer, and as be prayed 
| darksiess began to disperse from his-mind and his soul was lit up as.it 
was ‘the evening before and he was filled with the Holy Spirit; and 
Lord manifest his condescension heavens 
opened and the glory tl the shone around 


the gocd:and the ev bly and 
power of that you may know powers and 


swish. He. therefore made-'the ‘third: atiempt-with an 
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| 
this record; that the commandment was strict, and. that if ever these 


_of Jesus Christ, as it was given to his people on this land,.and: when it 
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ever entices and leads to good..and to do good, is of God, and what- 
ever does not .is.of that wicked one: It-is he that fills the hearts: of 
men with evil, to walk in darkness and blaspheme God; and you may — 
learn from: henceforth, that his ways are to, destruction, but the. way 


and rest. Younow see why you could:not obtain 


sacred.things are obtained they must be by prayer and faithfulness:in 
obeying the Lord. They: are not deposited here for the sake of aecu- 
makati gain and wealth for the ‘glory of this world: they were 

the prayer of faith, and because of the knowledge which 
they contain they are of no worth among the children of men, only 
for their knowledge. . On them is contained the fulness of the. | 


shall:be brought forth by the power of God’ it :shall’be carried:to the 


Gentiles, of whom many will receive it, and after will the seed :of 


Israel be.brought into the fold of their Redeemer. by obeying it _ | 


Those who kept the commandments of the Lord on this 


this-at his hand, and.through the prayer of faith obtained:the promise, 
that .if their descendants should transgress and fall away, that a 
record might be: kept and:in the last days come to their children. 


These things are sacred, and must be:kept so, for the promise of the 


blessed with a place in the kingd 


_ power, by which you may'ever be. able to de 


Lord concerning them, must be fulfilled. No man can obtain themif 
his heart is impute, because they contain ‘that which ‘is sacred; and 


Pp 
rable, whi 


smiles. - Behold, notwithstanding: you have 
to 


ive unto you another ‘sign, and when it-comes to pass then 
the Lord is‘God and that he will fulfil his purposes, and 1 
knowledge which this record contajns will. go to every 


‘ 
; 


never be influenced or overcome by that wicked one. Behold, what- 
besides, ney Im Ut oly ands the: Knot edge 
could not come to the world, because they cannot be ary Het Dy : 
the learning of this generation; consequently, they would be: con- | 
sidered: of no worth, only, a#,precious metal... Therefore, remember, 
that they are to: be by: the: git: aind power of God. By 
them will the Lord work 4 great:and a marvelous work: the wisdom a. 
of the wise shall become as. a, ga and the understanding of the ; 
prudent shall be hid, and: because the power of God shall 
those who profess to: know the truth ‘but walk in deceit; shall tremble : 
with anger; but with, signs and with wonders,. with gifts and with 
a the manifestations of the power of God, and with the 
Holy shall the hearts of the faithful be comforted. .You have 
now ‘beheld the power of God manifested and the, — 
ness ; that they car piness; that those who are overcome : 
harewith are mise oT the other hand the righteous are : 

of God where unspeakabile 
urrounds them. i here they rest beyond the power the enemy of 5 
truth, where no evil can disturb them: . The glory of God ‘crowns ; 

t the evil one, yet [ , 
the 
and 4 


? 
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under the whole heaven. This is 
: ings begin to -be .known,: that: is, when it is 
Lord has shown bs these things, abe workers: of 


‘destroy your reputation, and also will seek to take. your life;: but 
‘remember this if you are faithful, and shall hereafter continue to 
to-Keep the commandments.of the Lord, you shall’ be preserved to 
ee: these .things forth; for in due time he will again give you a 
| mandment to come and take them. 
the Lord will give ‘the holy — to some, 

oclaim this Gospel a orth 


‘will acek ‘to: overthrow this Church. _it will increase the more 
‘opposed, and. spread farther and farther, increasing in knowledge till — 


_ they shall be sanctified and receive an inheritance where the lory.of 


| perm swill rest upon them; and when this takes place, and all ;things 
prepared, the ‘ten tribes of Israel will 
entry, they havo been for a long season; and when this is 
‘folfill will be brought mg om that saying of the prophet—“ And the 
‘Redeemer shall come to on}and unto then: that turn from trans- 
gression in Jacob, saith the Lord.” But, notwithstanding the workers 
of inigity shall seek -your destruction the arm of the Lord will be 
| off conqueror, you ‘keep all -his 
ccommandments.. Your name shall be koawn.a none the. nations, for 
bed ‘work which the. Lord will perform by’ your s shall cause the 
to..rejoice and. the wicked to rage: .with the one it shall be 
Had in honour, and with the other in. yet, with: these. it shall 
‘be'a terror because of the great and marvelous work which shall 
follow. the coming forth of this fulness of the gospel. .Now, go thy 
‘way, remembering ‘what the Lord has done for thee, and be iligent 
‘in keeping his commandments, and he will deliver thee from’ tempta- 


tions and_ali the arts and devices of the wicked one. -Forget-not to | 


prey, that thy mind may become strong) that when he shall manifest 

mayest have power to escape the evil, and ontein 
these precious things.” 

I am unable to paint before the mind, a perfect 

of the scenery which before out brother;I think -I have ‘nia 
‘enough ‘to give you a field for reflection which may not be unprofita- — 
ble. “You see:the:great wisdom in God in. leading him:thus: far, that 
his ‘mind mi tp onal gage | 
correctly, the spirits. I do roads that he would. not have obtained 
the record: had :he. went the 
‘say-that he would ;: but God kno: things from 
his servant inthe lainly 10 
that the adversary of truth is in thi itis plainly obo soon 
Godi: “You ‘will remember that I said, two invisible powers were 
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this; then, I. discover wisdom in. the of the Lord: it was 
impossible for any man to translate the . of Mormon by the gift 
of God, endure the afflictions, and tem ay as and devices of satan, 
without being ‘overthrown, unless. viously benefitted 
‘witha certain round of experience: and Bs our brother obtained the 
record the first time, not kno how. to detect the works of dark- 
ness, he might have been deprived of the blessing of sending forth the 
word of: truth to this generation. Therefore, God knowing: that satan 
would thus lead his rind astray, began at that early hour, that-when the 
full. time should arrive, he’ might have a servant — pared to fulfil his 
prmpece rpose. So, however afflicting to his. feelings repulse might 

ve been, he had reason to rejoice before therk Lord and be thankful 
for the favours and mercies shown : that whatever other instruction 
‘was necessary to the accomplis hing this pe t work, he had learned, 
by experience, how to discern oo —- of Christ and the 
spirit, of the devil. 

From this time to September, 1827, few ogcurrences worthy of ate, 
transpired. As a fact to be expected, nothing of importance could be 
recorded concerning a generation in darkness. ‘In the mean time our 
brother of whom I have ~~ speaking, passed the time as others, in 
labouring for his. su et La ut’ in consequence of certain false and 
slanderous reports w ch have'been circulated, justice would require 
me to say something upon the 4 psa of one whose character has 
been so. shamefully traduced. y some he is said to have been a 
lazy, idle, : These I am ‘prepared to contra- 
dict, and that too b testimony - -of many with whom I 

have -been intimately acquainted, and snow > individuals of the 

strictest veracity, and.unquestionable i inte All these strictly and 

virtually agree in.saying; that he was an right, and 
faithfully industrious young man. And those who say to the contrary 
can be influenced by no other motive than to desttoy the reputation 
of one who never injured. any man in either Property or person, 
_.« While young, I -have.been informed he was afflicted with sickness; 
— bath aon been told by those for whom he has laboured, that he was a 
young man. of truth and. industrious habits. And I will add further 
that.it is my conviction, if he never had weg called to. the exalted 
station in which he now occupies, he might have passed down the — 
stream of time with ease and. in respectabi ga age the foul and 
hellish tongue of slander ever being» employ inst him. It is no 
more than to be expected, I admit, that men of corrupt hearts will 
try to traduce his character and put a spot upon his name: indeed, 
this is mt peak to the word of the angel; but this does not prohibit 
me from freely of his merits, and contradicting those false- 

on, this. re will be received and believed while those who 

to the contrary are crumbled to. dust, and their words. swept away 
in the. general mass of lies when God shall purify the. earth | | 
_ Connected with this is the character of the family: and on this I sa 

as J sai concerning the chatacter of our brother—I feel m 
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bound to defend the innocent‘always when opportunity offers. Had 
not those who are notorious for lies and dishonesty, also assailed: the 
character of the family I should pass over them herein silence; but 
now I shall not “forbear. It has been industriously circulated: that 
they were dishonest, deceitful and vile. On this I have the testimony 
_ Of responsible persons, who have said and ‘will say, that this is basely 
false; and'besides, a personal acquaintance for seven-years,-has'de- 
tonstrated that all the difficulty is, they were once poor, (yet indus- — 
trious,) and have now,'by the help of God, arisen to_note, and their 
names ate like to, (indeed they will,) be handed down to posterity, 
and had among the 2. agi They are industrious, honest, virtuous 
and liberal to all.: This is théir character; and though many take 
advantage of their liberality, God-will reward them ; but this is the 
fact, ‘and this testimony shall shine upon the records of the saints, and 
be recorded on the’ archives of heaven to‘be read in the day of eter- 
_ nity, when the wicked and perverse, who have vilely slandered them — 
without catise or provocation, reep their reward with the unjust, where 
there is weeping, wailing and. gnashing of ‘teeth !—if they do not 
_* Soon after this visit to Cumorah, a peat from the south part — 
of the State, (Chenango County,) employed our brother as a common 
labourer, and accordingly he visited that section of the-country ; and 
had he not been accused of digging dawn ail, or nearly 96, the moun- 
tains of Susquehanna, or causing others to dait by some art of necro- 
mancy,I should leave this for the present, unnoticed. You will 
remember, in the mean time, that those who seek to vilify his charac- 
ter, say that he has always been notorious for his idleness, This 
gentleman, whose name is Stowel, resided in the town of Bainbridge, 
on or near the head waters of the” Susquehanna river.” Some forty 
miles south, or down the river, in the town of Harmony, Susque-— 
hanna County, Pa. is‘said to be a cave or subterraneous recess, whe- 
ther entirely formed by art or’ not I: am uninforthéd neither does this 
matter; but such is ‘said to be the* case,—where a re of 
re creat a long time since, when the country was uninhabited by — 
white settlers, excavated from the bowels-of the earth ore, and coined 
a large quantity of money; after which they secured the cavity and — 
evacuated, leaving a part still in the cave, purposing to return at some 
distant period. A long time elapsed and this account came from one 
of the individuals who was first engaged in this mining business. ‘The. 
country was pointed out and the spot minutely described. This, I 
believe, is the substance, so far as: my coment? serves, though I shall 
not pledge my veracity for the correctness of the account as Ihave — 
fiven. Enough however, was credited of the Spariiard’s story, to 
‘excite the belief of many that there was a fine sum of the precious 
metal lying coined in this subterraneous vault, among whom was the 
‘employer ; and accordingly our brother was required to spend a few 
monfhe with some others in excavating the earth in pursuit of this 


"While employed “here he became acquainted with the femily of 
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Isaac Hale, of whom you read in several of the productions of those 
who have sought to destroy the validity of the book-of Mormon. It 
may be necessary hereafter, to’ refer you more particularly to the 
conduct of this family, as their influence has been considerably exerted. 
to destroy the reputation of our brother, probably because he married 
a daughter of the same; contrary to.some of their wishes, and in con- 
nection ‘with this, to‘certain statements of some others of the inhabi- 
tants of that section of country. But in saying this I do not wish to 
understood as uttering against Mrs. Smith, (formerly Emma 
Hale.) She has most'certainly evinced a decidedly correet-mind and 
uncommon ability of talent and judgment, in a manifest willingness to 
fulfill, on her part that passage in sacred writ,—“ and they twain shall be 
one flesh” —by her husband against the wishes and 
advice of her relatives, to a land of strangers: and however I may. 
depreeate their: actions, can. ‘say in justice, Aer character stands as 
fair for morality, piety ‘and virtue, as any.in the world. Thotgh vou 
may say, this is a digression from the subject proposed, I trust I shall 
be indulged, for the purpose of satisfying many, who have heard so 
many. rts.that they are-lead-to believe them true be- 
cause they are not contradicted; and besides, ¢his generation ‘are - 
determined to oppose every item in the form or under ‘the pretence 
of revelation, unless it comes: through a man who has always been 
more pure than Michael jhe great prince ; and as this is the fact, and 
my opposers have, put me to the necessity, I shall be more prolix, and 
_haveno doubt, before I give up the point, shall prove to your satisfaction, 
and to that of every man, that the translater of the book of. Mormon 
is worthy the appellation of 4 seer and’‘a-prophet of the Lord. In 
this I do not pretend that he is not a man subject to passion like other 
men, beset with infirmities and encompassed with weaknesses; but if 
he is, all: men were so before him and: a° pretence to the contra 


would argue a more: than morta} which would at once destroy the 


whole. system of the religion of the Lord Jesus; for he anciently chose 
the weak to overcome the strong, the foolish to confound the wise, 
- (I mean considered so by this world,) and by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save those who believe. 
‘On the private character of our brother I need add nothing further, 
at present, previous to his obtaining the records of the Nephites, only 
that while in that.country, some very officious person complained of — 
him as a disorderly: person, and brought him before the authorities of 
the county; but there being no cause of action he was honourably 
acquitted. -From this time forward he continued to receive instruc- 
tions concerning the coming forth of the fulness of the gospel, from 
the mouth of the heayenly messenger, until he-was divested to visit 
again the place where the record was‘deposited. | 
‘For the present I close, with a thankful heart that I. am permitted to 
the assurance of the promises of the Lord 
confirmed. unto them though the. obedience of the everlasting covenant. 
As ever your brother in the Lord Jesus. ~ 
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